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Spring Meeting – June 9, 2005
7:30 PM
City Hall - Chambers
Mel and Ruby Bolster
to be Honored with
“Spirit of Falls Church Award”
The “Spirit of Falls Church” award is given by the Society in
recognition to an individual or couple for their long-term
service to multiple spheres of community life that has
resulted in the enrichment, enhancement or significant
protection of the quality of life in Falls Church. Their
contribution, either individually or through the enablement of
organizations, has clearly added to the sustainable fabric of
the City of Falls Church. This award is the highest level of
honor that the Village Preservation and Improvement Society
has to offer. It is bestowed infrequently, after research and
nomination by committee and the approval of the Board of
Directors.
Dr. Mel and Ruby Bolster are being recognized for their life
time of contribution to the fabric of the community in the
City of Falls Church. Their dedication and commitment of
their efforts as individuals, together and through
organizations have developed the community life, preserved
the City's historic legacy, enhanced the educational
opportunities, preserved our environment, and strengthened
the process of Government and democracy in the City. Their
activism has added to the fabric of the community and their
legacy continues in various ways including the existence
today of VPIS because of their significant role in its
reestablishment in 1965. Through the example of their lives
they exemplify the “Spirit of Falls Church”.
Other Spirit of Falls Church winners include Lou Olom and
Hal Silverstein.
Note- Mel Bolster’s Memorial Service will be held on Thursday,
June 9, 2005, at 3PM at Falls Church Presbyterian Church.
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Upcoming Events

The Village Preservation and Improvement Society, founded in 1885, is an active nonprofit citizen volunteer
organization in the City of Falls Church, Virginia. Send comments, questions or letters to the Editor tp: VPIS , P.O.
Box 6824, Falls Church,VPIS
VA 22040, or VillageSociety@yahoo.com. Also See www.VPIS.org

Spring Meeting
June 9, 2005 7:30-9:30 pm
(City Chambers – at City Hall)
Attend and Enjoy. Open to All.

Summer Concert Series
Every Thursday Evening
Cherry Hill Park
See Schedule on Page X

Farmers Market Booth
Every Saturday Morning
City Hall – Farmer Market

Independence Day Readings
July 4th - 12 noon
City Chambers – City Hall

Society Dedicates Tricentennial Garden May 21, 2005
The Village Preservation and Improvement Society continues its tradition to “conserve, protect, beautify and
whenever possible restore the attractiveness and charm” of Falls Church. On May 21, 2005, a group
gathered to dedicate the newly completed Tricentennial Gardens – including the John Joseph Morsch garden.
It is located on the south side of Grove Avenue on the W. & O.D. Bike Trail.
The project was lead by David Eckert and Barry Buschow, members of the VPIS Board of Directors. Barry
also represents Falls Church on the Northern Virginian Regional Park Authority (NVRPA) Board. The
project was possible because of the combined efforts and contributions of VPIS, The Estate of John Joseph
Morsch, Wachovia Bank, the City of Falls Church and the NVRPA.
The Society appreciates the contribution of the seven Tricentennial Benches at the site cost $750 each. The
following families and organizations funding a benches are: Barbara & Steve Cram, The Falls Church Lions
Club, The Falls Church Garden Club, The Falls Church Rotary Club, The Falls Church Woman’s Club,
Annette Mills & Dave Eckert, and Les & Cindy Brorsen.

TriCentennial Garden Land History Timeline
Prior to 1699 Aquatic Wonderland - A stream valley (now called the Grove Valley) that was probably
primarily a string of beaver ponds loaded with fish, amphibians.
1699–1724- Trapper Heaven - Trappers, however, would have loved this area to trap for pelts.
1724-1855- Land Grants and Farming - positioned between the two original land grants Simon Pearson and
the northeastern side belonged to William Trammel, a successful tobacco farmer.
1855-59 - Land Fill- The first railroad company filled in the stream and marsh to build the original railroad
bed. The first train service through this area in May, 1859.
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1859-1969 -Railroad Bed - Continual train service, highly-compacted and highly polluted landscape. The
adjacent railroad station means that much was loaded onto and discarded from the train at this point.
1974-2004 - Rails to Trails Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority (NVRPA) purchased land to use as a
bike trail. Many utility companies have purchased easements to run overhead and underground wires. The
area was a blighted, barren area, used primarily parking equipment and utility trucks.
2005 - A Landscaped Gathering Place - Gardens create a destination place for people to sit and gather.
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Making a Difference

VPIS and the Beautification of the West End Trail Area
A recent review of Society and key member’s activity and impacts on the Falls Church West End around the
bike path revealed that nearly every major improvement in the area had some VPIS nexus.
Louise Shepard and the First Gardens
In the mid-1970’s, Village Preservation and Improvement Society (VPIS) Board Member, Louise Shepard
started the process to beautify the barren and compacted railroad bed of the new W.& O.D. Trail from Broad
Street to West Street with shrubs and flowers. A brown and white sign was erected at the trail intersection
with Broad Street to commemorate the Society’s plantings. This was the first effort to beautify this area.
Harry English and West End Park
In the mid-1980’s, Village Preservation and Improvement Society member, Harry English mounted a
campaign to have the City purchase and develop land adjacent to the trail that was coming available and
create West End Park. VPIS supported the petitioning to create this park. Mr. English’s work was a success
and he helped the City Landscape Designer Shirley Street to plan a beautiful park and arboretum. This park
create a small oasis of public space similar to the original concept of Louise Shepard to beautify the area and
create a gathering place on the West End.
Craig Day and the Bike Bridge
About 1990, Village Preservation and Improvement member Craig Day initiated a citizen action campaign to
have a bike and pedestrian bridge built over Route 7 (Broad Street) to improve safety issues. Mr. Day
received great publicity and support for his effort. VPIS member and Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority Board member, Barry Buschow presented the citizen proposal to the Authority, and with the
assistance of Walter Mess, the Authority staff raised the funds to build the bridge in 1992. The building of
the bridge provided a focal point for the West End to create a special place.
President’s Garden
In 1992, during the construction of new bridge, the contractor bulldozed the old VPIS sign and all of the
shrubbery that Louise Shepard had planted on the site. Then Village Society Vice-President Dave Eckert
noted that and a quick contact to Barry Buschow resulted in an agreement between the Park Authority and
the Village Society that the sign would be saved and restored by the Authority and that the Authority would
grant the Society the right to develop a new garden under the Bike Bridge and reinstall the sign, as long as
the Society would maintain the Garden. A garden was designed by City landscape designer Shirley Street
with the help of Dave Eckert to have a native shrub garden commemorating the Presidents of VPIS. A
crushed stone trail, a bench commemorating Louise Shepard, two sets of rocks and plaques, and many native
shrubs and small native trees were planted. To prepare the polluted, compacted soil, seven dump truck loads
of leaf mulch was delivered by the City and spread evenly over the surface of the garden by VPIS members
and left to decompose for one year prior to planting. The result was a rich top layer of soil. This President’s
Garden, planted and maintained by VPIS, provided new incentive to expand the West End park-like
gathering area.
Joseph Morsch Estate
In 1994 Joseph Morsch bequeathed in his estate approximately $9,000 (face-value) in Savings Bonds. Then
VPIS President Dave Eckert appointed past Society President Louis Olom to meet with Mr. Morsch’s
parents to determine how the Society could best use the funds to honor Mr. Morsch’s wishes. Mr. Olom
reported that the parents indicated that Joseph was an environmentalist who enjoyed the trees of Falls
Church, the Bike Trail, and the work of VPIS in beautifying the community. Eckert was steeped into the
development of the President’s Garden and suggested that the barren area where the north end of the Bike
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Bridge meets with Grove Avenue would be an excellent area for the Joseph Morsch Garden. The parents,
VPIS and the Park Authority agreed. The Savings bonds would mature about – to the time for the garden to
be constructed.
First Union (Wachovia) Bank
Then VPIS member Keith Thurston and the then City manager Dave Lasso negotiated with First Union Bank
in 1996 to provide $15,000 in proffers to the City for nearby improvements. A portion of those funds were
designated to go into the Garden construction.
VPIS Tricentennial Members
At the same time, VPIS initiated a one-time Tricentennial Membership drive. A portion of those membership
fees would go toward the funding of trees in the Morsch Garden. One of those members, Keith Thurston also
personally funded and directed the removal of the asphalt that covered the area from the old Railroad
Avenue.
Tricentennial Committee/City Council Designates Garden
In 1999, VPIS Director and Past President, Dave Eckert gained approval of the City of Falls Church
Tricentennial Committee (of which he was VPIS representative) to designate the entire area as Tricentennial
Garden. The Morsch Garden would then be a subset of the larger garden. With this designation, the City of
Falls Church took the lead in helping to usher in the Garden. Staff Landscaper Designer Shirley Street
designed a plan and it went through an approval process to allow the plan to move forward. The City also
agreed to maintain the Garden once it was constructed.
NVRPA contributes to Design and Implementation
City and VPIS resources were not available to bring the construction phase to fruition, so VPIS director
Barry Buschow requested the Park Authority to take over that role. They agreed. Park Authority Landscape
Designer Doris Rodriguez modified Ms. Street’s plan to be more cost effective. The final plan and cost
estimates were submitted to VPIS for final approval. VPIS accepted, conditioned they could raise the
necessary final costs.
Tricentennial Leader Benches
The seven Tricentennial Benches planned cost $750 each. The following families and organizations each
funded a bench: Barbara/Steve Cram, The Falls Church Lions Club, The Falls Church Garden Club, The
Falls Church Rotary Club, The falls Church Woman’s Club, Annette Mills/Dave Eckert, and Les/Cindy
Brorsen.
VPIS authorized additional funds
The funding available was not quite enough to implement the plans. VPIS allocated an extra $2,500 to
balance to costs.
Completion & Dedication on May 21, 2005
The Park Authority completed the Garden and held the dedication on Saturday, May 21, 2005 to an audience
of over 75 citizens. It was a beautiful, sunny, spring afternoon. Speeches, and honor guard, cake and live
music highlighted the event. A local artist memorialized the event in a painting as the dedication occurred.
The Morsch family was in attendance and spoke before the crowd. VPIS Vice-President Barry Buschow
moderated the event, VPIS President Keith Thurston, Tricentennial Chair Edna Frady, Vice-Mayor Marty
Meserve, former Mayor David Snyder, VPIS past President Dave Eckert, and representatives of Wachovia
Bank all spoke.
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(Pull-out for refrigerator door)

Falls Church Summer Concerts 2005
Sponsored by VPIS in Cherry Hill Park
The 13th season of free Summer Concerts in Cherry Hill Park, Falls Church, Virginia on Thursday nights.
This event has become the preeminent concert series in the City of Falls Church and attracts people of all
ages and musical interests. No summer is complete in Falls Church without attending these homegrown
concerts featuring local musicians. This year, Falls Church Arts will display the work of a local
distinguished artist.

Times :
Venue:

Thursdays, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
City of Falls Church, Virginia, Cherry Hill Park,
next to City Hall at 300 Park Avenue, City of Falls Church, VA.
Rain Location – Falls Church Community Center next to the park at 223 Little Falls St .

June 23, 2005 - Gypsy Strings - This world-renown quartet featuring electric violin,
double bass, guitar and accordion play music from all over the world, but specializing klezmer
music, French musette melodies, Russian folk songs, the great tangos of Astor Piazzola,
Schrammelmusik of Vienna's cafes and Bartok's string quartets. http://www.gypsystrings.com/

June 30, 2005 - Siempre Tango - This accomplish sextet performs the passionate
Argentine tango music and is accompanied by dancers that will propel the entire audience to turn
on their dancing happy feet. http://www.siempretango.com/

July 7, 2005 - Jamie Lynch Band - Rhythm and Blues
July 14, 2005 - Falls Church Concert Band - For the 12h straight year, the 50-piece
Falls Church Concert Band will perform a diversity of concert, popular and patriotic tunes.

July 21, 2005 - Andrew Acosta & the New Old Time String Band, - Andrew
Acosta and his string band is an annual favorite at the concert series, playing old-time country
favorites that you just can’t hear anymore. With local favorites Speedy Tolliver, Pat McCauley
and Rosser Clark, along with other musical friends, Andrew promises a good time for all ages.
Andrew will perform his songs about Falls Church, including everyone’s favorite “Down at
Brown’s Hardware Store.”

July 28, 2005 - Free Radicals with John and Tamara Ballou - Classic Rock & Roll
August 4, 2005 - Randy Barrett & the Barrettones - Randy is both a local and
nationally-recognized bluegrass icon. His recordings are widely distributed and acclaimed. His
trio, the Barrettones is right at home in the Cherry Hill Barn pickin’ on a warm summer night.
The summer music series is funded and managed by the

Falls Church Village Preservation and Improvement Society
co-sponsored by the Falls Church City Recreation & Parks Department.
Bring a blanket, lawn chairs, dinner, a big smile and great expectations.
For further information, call Dave at (703) 532-0884 or see www.VPIS.org for updates.
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Village Preservation and Improvement Society (VPIS)

Excellence in Design Awards
Have you seen home, building or landscaping that impresses you?
The Society wishes to recognize good design solutions, which contribute to and enhance the
visual character of the City of Falls Church. Nominations for the 2005 AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN of the Falls Church Village Preservation and Improvement Society
(VPIS) are encouraged from residents and City business persons. New or renovated residential
and commercial buildings completed within the past 5 years, and gardens and landscaping are
eligible for consideration. All entered projects must be located in the City of Falls Church. This
Official Entry Form must be received by August 20, 2005. On-site judging will then occur on a
single day, announced to the entry owners in early September, a date that the property must be
available to be considered. The awards will be presented at the Annual Fall meeting of the
Society. Application information and application are available at the Society website www.vpis.org.

Falls Church Trivia –
What very popular song in the 1960’s mentions Falls Church?
Answer: at www.vpis.org

VPIS Year 2005 Officers
President: Keith Thurston
241-1672; Keith.thurston@gsa.gov
Vice President: Barry Buschow
533-8610; bbuschow@verizon.net or
barry.buschow@auatac.com
Treasurer: Sallie Twentyman
533-7946; Sallie.twentyman@verizon.net
Publicist/Newsletter:Melanie Griffiths
532-5349; griffithsm@fccps.k12.va.us

Past President: Mark Gross
533-8197; oaks303@aol.com

VPIS 2005 Board of Directors
Les & Cindy Brorsen-538-2522; les.brorsen@ey.com
Nancy Brandon-536-8230; nancbrand@aol.com
David Eckert & Annette Mills -532-0884; deckert@tinnerhill.org
- amills@ci.falls-church.va.us
Jason Douglas - 538-2945; JTDouglas@ieee.org
Karl Ensign-532-6942 ; Karlensign@msn.com
Ellen Gross-533-8197; oaks303@aol.com
Jon Hundley-534-5492
Jeff & Ida Peterson-32-7635;pijpijjp@hotmail.com
Sally Phillips- 532-5693;
oakst@erols.com
Ruth Rodgers-532-8144; rrodg@aol.com
Joanne Rodman& Wesley Warren-534-9328; rodman.joanne@epa.gov
- wwarren@nrdc.org
Christine Sanders-237-7386; Crsanders7@aol.com
Mike Slonim-536-0212; michael.slonim@verizon.net
Midge Wang-534-8394; mthopewang@yahoo.com
Cay Wiant-533-3831; wiantjc@earthlink.net
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Falls Church Village Preservation
and Improvement Society
P.O. Box 6824
Falls Church, VA 22040
Email: fcvpis@yahoo.com
www.vpis.org

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
FALLS CHURCH, VA
PERMIT NO. 66

Events and Activities
Spring Members Meeting
Thursday June 9, 2005 7:30pm
City Chambers – City Hall

Independence Day Readings
July 4, 2005 - City hall Chambers

Farmers Market – Coffee and Books
Every Saturday through November 20th –
VPIS Booth at the Farmers Market
8 am to Noon -- Stop by and say hi!

