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The Village Preservation and Improvement Society, founded in 1885, is an active non-profit citizen volunteer organization in the City of Falls Church, Virginia.  The 
Society works to preserve our natural and built environment and historic structures and landmarks, and it promotes cultural activities.  The members are primarily residents 
and former residents or neighbors of the City of Falls Church and are of all political persuasions.  They are bonded by their interest in and commitment to improving the 
city.  Send donations, comments, questions or letters to the editor to:  Village Preservation and Improvement Society, P.O. Box 6824, Falls Church, VA  20040 or email to 
villagesociety@yahoo.com. For income tax purposes VPIS is an approved 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization. 

 
VPIS FALL MEETING 

(Open to the Public) 
November 16th 

3:00 to 5:00 p,m, 
Falls Church Community Center 
 

 
All VPIS members and other 

interested City residents are invited to the 
VPIS Fall meeting at the Community 
Center on November 16th.   
 

City Manager Wyatt Shields will speak 
on issues facing the City and respond to 
your questions.  Some key issues include: 
 

 What is the City doing to weather 
the current financial crisis and how 
will it affect taxes and spending? 

 What is the status of the City Center 
South project? 

 When will proposed revisions to the 
zoning code be available to the 
public? 

 How are City space and facilities 
plans being coordinated with school 
facilities plans and the Capital 
Improvement Plan? 

 What is the City doing to help 
reduce release of greenhouse gases 
that cause global warming? 

 

Refreshments will be served. 
 

Falls Church Village Preservation 
and Improvement Society 

P. O. Box 6824 
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President’s Message 

 
What’s New at VPIS? 

 
As President of VPIS, I sometimes get asked, “Is 
VPIS doing anything new these days?”  In fact, 
VPIS has launched important new projects in the 
past several months. 
 
More Trees:  The VPIS Board recently approved 
an expansion of the Neighborhood Tree Program 
to support planting of trees on private property 
along City streets (rather than just in the City-
owned right of way (see the article on page 3 and 
www.vpis.org/NTPII for more information). 
 
Community Grants Program:  The VPIS Board 
has also adopted a policy to guide our grant 
funding of community projects. Grants of $500 
for the Mary Riley Styles Library local history 
room and the Falls Church Housing Corporation 
were just approved under this program (see 
www.vpis.org/communitygrants for more 
information).  
 

 
 
VPIS President Jeff Peterson hands VPIS Community 
Grant Program check of $500 to Mary Riley Styles 
Foundation President Chet DeLong.  Library Board of 
Trustees Ellen Salsbury (far left), John Lawrence, Ed 
Rose, Trustee Chair Brad Gernand (l to r back row), 
and Librarian Mary McMahon lend support.  VPIS 
funds will be used to support the Local History Room 
at the Library. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Home Eco Tour:  VPIS sponsored the first tour 
of a eco-friendly home in Falls Church, 
demonstrating solar power, stormwater 
management, and environment-friendly design.  
The tour raised $2,000 for the VPIS Tree Fund. 

 
As exciting s these new projects are, it is 
important to remember that VPIS continues to 
operate a range of established programs and 
activities.  Just in the six months since the last 
issue of Village Way, some of these programs 
included: 
 
Concerts in the Park:  For the 16th year in a row, 
VPIS organized eight concerts in Cherry Hill 
Park on Thursday evenings this summer.  
Spring Tree Planting:  VPIS members 
volunteered for a successful spring tree planting 
event in April.  
Arbor Day:  VPIS and the Falls Church 
Victorian Society joined to deliver a program at 
Frady Park on Arbor Day.  
Independence Day Readings:  Lou Olom again 
presided over the readings of documents from the 
founding fathers on July 4th in the City Council 
Chambers.  
Spring Membership Meeting:  The June VPIS 
member meeting was headlined by three speakers 
addressing the topic of global warming and what 
the City of Falls Church, and you personally, can 
do about it.  
Attic Treasures Sale:  With the help of 
numerous dedicated volunteers, the annual Attic 
Treasures Sale in May raised over $5,000 for 
VPIS programs.  
 
Finally, I want to encourage all VPIS members to 
come to the Fall Membership meeting on 
November 16th from 3:00 to 5:00 at the 
Community Center.  The twice-a-year 
membership meetings are a great way to catch up 
on what VPIS is doing and provide your 
suggestions on how VPIS can better meet the 
needs of its members.  And, at the November 
meeting, City Manager Wyatt Shields will be 
speaking on issues facing the City and taking 
your questions.     

 Jeff Peterson      



 

 
 
 

 
The VPIS Board voted at 
its October meeting to 
expand the Neighborhood 
Tree Program (NTP) to 
include planting of trees on 
private property within 15 
feet of a street curb. 

The existing NTP is limited to planting trees in 
City owned right-of-way only.   
 
The goal of the new “NTP Phase II” is to expand 
the number of sites available for tree planting and 
help increase the “tree canopy” in the City.  
Despite extensive efforts to protect existing trees 
and plant additional trees, rapid development 
throughout the City is resulting in significant 
losses of trees and a reduction in the percent of 
the City covered by tree canopy.   
 
A study by American Forests found that 28 
percent of the City (about 360 acres) was covered 
by tree canopy in 1992  These trees annually 
removed an estimated 36,233 pounds of air 
pollutants and stored about 15,462 tons of carbon 
dioxide that causes global warming.  A tree 
canopy of 40% is considered necessary for a 
healthy watershed.    
 
But, a 2001 update of this assessment found that 
the percentage of tree canopy dropped to 25.2 
percent or about 322 acres.  This reduction of tree 
canopy is also associated with less shade, hotter 
temperatures, degraded wildlife habitat, increased 
storm water pollution, and more flooding.  A 
single 38 foot tree will hold rainwater and reduce 
stormwater runoff by 290 gallons reducing soil 
erosion and flooding, and protecting streams. A 
recent report by the Council of Governments 
identified tree plantings as a critical step local 
communities can take to reduce greenhouse gases 
and mitigate the impacts of global warming. 
Healthy trees also have social and economic 
benefits for a community.  
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A recent study found that in areas with trees, 
people had reduced stress levels, crime rates  
were lower, and there were fewer domestic 
disputes.  
Another study found that, in areas with more 
street trees and greenery, people perceive 
walking distances to be shorter, which makes 
cities more walkable. 
Elderly people were found in another study to be 
healthier in areas with trees and greenery and to 
have lower mortality rates. 
A recent study found that people were willing to 
pay up to 12% more for products if the business 
district had large trees.  Not only that, they 
judged the merchants to be more helpful and the 
products to be of higher quality.  
Healthy trees can also add up to 20 percent to 
property values. 
 
After over seven years of tree plantings in City-
owned street right-of-ways, the number of 
available planting sites (i.e. sites needing a tree 
and with a supportive landowner) is declining.  In 
addition, some residential property owners would 
like to have a tree on their property along the 
street but are unable to participate in the original 
NTP (i.e. NTP Phase I) because the City right-of-
way is too small or otherwise unavailable.   
 
The new NTP Phase II will operate much like the 
existing program.  VPIS will cover the costs of 
trees and plantings for private citizens in 
residential areas and requests a contribution in 
cash or in-kind services from non-profit 
organizations and businesses.  Unlike the original 
NTP, Phase II requires an application that is 
available on the VPIS website at 
www.vpis.org/NTPII.   
 
Since its creation in 2000, the NTP has planted 
over 450 trees. The NTP Phase II will make it 
possible to continue this impressive performance 
and help reverse the decline in the tree canopy.  
Anyone interested in joining the Neighborhood 
Tree Program volunteers, please contact Seth 
Hemingway of VPIS at www.vpis.org.  

Expanded Neighborhood Tree Program Supports 
“Tree Canopy” Goal 

 

Tree Planting Party December 6th 
Volunteers Welcome 



 
 
 

 

 
Concerts in the Park 2008 
 
VPIS sponsored the 2008 Summer Concert Series 
in Cherry Hill Park for the 16th year.  Board 
member Gordon Theisz produced the concerts 
again this year, his second, after taking over from 
Dave Eckert.  The concerts featured regulars 
Andrew Acosta and the New Old Time String 
Band, Randy Barrett and the Barretones and the 
Falls Church Concert Band.  Tom Principato and 
his band returned for a second year, as well as 
Maddy O’Neil with her new band Mad for the 
Road.  Newcomers this year were local acapella 
group Skyline and Congolese band Bana Ndule, 
highlighting Falls Church’s sister city Kokolopori 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  
Gordon is already planning an exciting line up for 
next year’s concerts and is working with the 
National Weather Service to guarantee good 
weather again next summer! 
 
 

 

 

Concerts in the Park Tshirts 
still available! 

 Priced right at $10! 
Perfect for holiday gifts or to 

remember warm nights in Cherry Hill 
Park listening to music under the stars. 
Pick one up at the Farmers Market or 

Call Elizabeth Meade at 703-536-2223 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We invite you to visit the 
VPIS booth at the Saturday 
Morning Farmer’s Market 

to support the 
Neighborhood Tree 

Program with your coffee 
purchases. 

The booth also features 
VPIS products for sale and 

will be open from  
8 am to noon  

each Saturday through 
November 22. 

 

Falls Church Village Preservation and 
Improvement Society 
P. O. Box 6824 
Falls Church, VA  22040 
Email:  VillageSociety@yahoo.com 
www.VPIS.org 
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Falls Church, 
Historically Speaking (6) 

 
The War of 1812 and its Aftermath 

by Ric Terman 
 
By 1810, the population of Fairfax County had 
reached 12,654; about 50% were black.  
However, an agricultural depression, the 
disruption of maritime exports, and a blockade 
by French privateers and English warships had 
caused many people to leave the area. 
 

 
      The White House following the Fire 
 
In 1812, the U.S. declared war on Britain for a 
variety of commercial reasons.  In 1814 as the 
British approached Washington by water, 150 
barrels of powder from the Navy Yard magazine 
were moved to the barn on the Dulany farm, 
south of the Fairfax road and about a mile west 
of The Falls Church, where it stayed from 
August 22 until September 10. 
  
On August 23, Col. George Minor was ordered 
to move his 700 man 10th Virginia militia 
regiment to help defend Washington. Most of 
the soldiers arrived without arms.  They spent 
the night in the Capitol and finally received 
rifles only to retreat back into Virginia without 
fighting.  Most soldiers and officials abandoned 
Washington after losing the Battle of 
Bladensburg on August 24.   
 
On August 25, President Madison passed 
through Wren’s Tavern during his flight from 
the burning capital.   On August 29-31, officials  

of the City of Alexandria refused any help from 
General Hungerford and his 1,400 man Virginia 
militia, and then negotiated with British forces 
to give up 21 ships and most warehouse stores. 
Alexandria thus escaped war damage but 
sustained huge economic losses. 
 
Over the next decades, there was a continuing 
agricultural depression and many people left the 
region, both whites and particularly free blacks, 
who couldn’t remain by state law and who had 
difficulty earning their livelihood.  By 1840, the 
population was down to 9,338 with 41% black.  
Practically all of the 3,300 adults males were 
listed as farmers, with only 77 as tradesmen and 
18 as professionals.  
 
During this time, a number of turnpike 
companies were created throughout northern 
Virginia.  In Falls Church village, the old rolling 
road from Alexandria to Leesburg was replaced 
sometime after 1838 by a straighter, wider stone 
paved turnpike.  The improved transportation, 
low land prices, and new commercial fertilizers 
began to attract an influx of Yankee farmers.  
By 1850, one of every three adult white males in 
Fairfax County had migrated from the north to 
create a new, more cosmopolitan society with 
new homes and facilities.  
 

 
VPIS 2008 Board of Directors 

 
Nancy Brandon 536-8230; nancbrand@aol.com 
Roger-Mark DeSouza 532-6143; 
r-mdesouza@hotmail.com 
Mark & Ellen Gross 533-8197; oaks303@aol.com 
Jon Hundley 534-5492 
Elizabeth Meade 536-2333; harkinsmeade@earthlink.net 
Gerald Pressman 237-5628; geraldpres@aol.com 
Ruth Rodgers 532-8144; rrodg@aol.com 
Mike Slonim 536-0212; Michael.slonim@verizon.net         
Carol Sly 538-6272; carol.sly@verizon.net 
Mary Soule 237-8543; mjsoule@jeredith.com 
Gordon Theisz 538-6961; gtheisz@verizon.net 
Keith Thurston 241-1672;keiththurston@gsa.gov 
Michael Volpe 534-8932; volpemike@aol.com 
Midge Wang 534-8394; mthopewang@yahoo.com 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Ruth Rodgers 
 


