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President’s Message
I don’t think anyone can argue with the statement
that this is a defining time for the City of Falls
Church. Some services have already been cut. In a
few weeks, I’ll miss the aroma of fresh leaf mulch
delivered by our City crew.
I recall the first time we thought about moving here
nearly 20 years ago. My wife and I were looking at
open houses. Turning in from Lee Highway, we
noticed an abrupt change. Enormous trees lined the
streets on Seaton and Poplar. I hadn’t thought much
about tree-lined streets before then, but we were
captivated and ended up purchasing a house only a
few blocks away.
Laura Drive didn’t have many street trees back then,
but I heard about the Neighborhood Tree Program
and offered to host a planting party. I went door to
door signing my neighbors up for free trees. Nearly
everyone agreed to plant at least one. In one day
volunteers and the City crew planted a total of 30
trees in a three block area.
In short, we moved here for a reason, became
acquainted with our neighbors through block parties,
fell in love with the community through Concerts in
the Park and other events, became involved and
made things a little better. Shortly thereafter, I
joined the VPIS Board.
These define the past, and future, of our City. We
will need to make hard choices during the coming
year, but we must not jettison those things that create
an underlying sense of community that got us to
where we are today. In the end, our sense of
community is what will pull us through.

Now, more than ever, is the time to get involved.
We will need to think a little more creatively and
participate in City forums. We will need to
contribute a little more financially for sure, but also
through volunteer efforts. Maybe it’s trite, but it will
take a village to save a village.
For our part, VPIS is undertaking several major
projects this year. We are investing significant
funding for improvements to the Arbor Day
Commons within Frady Park and in landscaping at
the High School. We are expanding the popular
Concerts in the Park series, and are co-sponsoring
the Candidate Forum with the League of Women
Voters. We will continue to sponsor a Watch Night
venue and share the cost of the Neighborhood Tree
Program with the City. Through our Community
Grants Program, we have funding available for small
projects that other organizations within the City wish
to propose. These are just a few examples.
If you aren’t a member of VPIS please join us, and if
you already are, please consider volunteering in our
community-building events. You can learn more
about all of these through our website:
http://www.vpis.org. Suggestions are always
welcome. Here’s to the next 130 years!

Karl Ensign, VPIS President
The Village Preservation and Improvement Society, founded in 1885, is an active non-profit citizen volunteer organization in the City of Falls Church, Virginia. The Society
works to preserve our natural and built environment, historic structures and landmarks, and it promotes cultural activities. The members are primarily residents and former
residents or neighbors of the City of Falls Church and are of all political persuasions. They are bonded by their interest in and commitment to improving the city. Send
donations, comments, questions or letters to the editor to: Village Preservation and Improvement Society, P.O. Box 6824, Falls Church, VA 20040 or email to
villagesociety@yahoo.com.
For income tax purposes VPIS is an approved 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization. A financial Spring
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Falls Church Village Preservation and
Improvement Society
P. O. Box 6824
Falls Church, VA 22040
www.VPIS.org
2010 OFFICERS
President: Karl Ensign
532-6942; Karlensign@msn.com
Vice President: Michael Volpe
534-8932; volpemike@aol.com
Treasurer: Melissa Teates
538-6961; melanite@verizon.net
Recording Secretary: Ruth Rodgers
532-8144; rrodg@aol.com

Have your New Year’s resolutions come and gone?
Is the economy bringing you down? Are you
looking for a way to nourish your soul? Then be a
part of the VPIS “Coffee for Trees” booth at the
farmers market.
On May 1, VPIS begins its 16th year selling coffee to
raise money for the neighborhood tree program. If
you’ve ever been to the farmers market on a busy
Saturday morning, you know that the VPIS booth is
in the thick of it – definitely the place to be right
here in the city of Falls Church.

Corresponding Secretary: Barry Buschow
533-8610; bbuschow@verizon.net
VPIS 2010 Board of Directors

Adriane, Peter & Riva: 241-7015;
the.adriances@gmail.com
Brandon, Nancy: 536-8230;
nancbrand@aol.com
Clinton, Tom: 241-2092;
Tomclinton1@aol.com
De Souza, Roger-Mark: 532-6143;
rmdesouza@live.com
Gross, Mark & Ellen: 533-8197;
oaks303@aol.com
Hundley, Jon Hundley: 534-5492;
acamper@pogolaw.com
Meade, Elizabeth Meade: 536-2333;
harkinsmeade@earthlink.net
Peterson, Jeff: 532-7635; pijpijp@hotmail.com
Slonim, Mike: 536-0212;
Michael.slonim@verizon.net
Sly, Carol: 538-6272; carol.sly@verizon.net
Soule, Mary: 237-8543; mjsoule@jeredith.com
Theisz, Gordon: 538-6961; gtheisz@verizon.net
Thurston, Keith: 241-1672;
Keith.thurston@gsa.gov
Wang, Midge: 534-8394;
Mthopewang@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor: Roger-Mark De Souza
All telephone numbers are area code 703.
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Like all VPIS activities, volunteers run the booth.
Many thanks to the wonderful members who helped
in 2009! We are looking for even more VPIS
member involvement in 2010. So if you want to
maximize your VPIS membership, do good for the
environment, and be a part of a social and cultural
phenomenon right here in Falls Church, join us at the
VPIS “Coffee for Trees” booth.
The booth will open every Saturday from 8 AM to
12 noon beginning May 1 and ending November
20. If you are interested in working an hour or two
on one or more Saturdays or if you need more
information, please contact Elizabeth Meade at 703536-2333 or harkinsmeade@verizon.net or Mike
Volpe at 703-534-8932 or volpemike@aol.com.
Thanks for contributing your time to keeping the
VPIS booth up and running!
Spring 2010

Arbor Day Ceremony
SET FOR APRIL 17
The Village Preservation and Improvement Society
cordially invites you to the 118th Arbor Day
celebration to be held in Frady Park , the site of the
first Arbor Day celebration in the City of Falls
Church and the Commonwealth of Virginia . Frady
Park is located on the north side of the 300 block of
East Broad Street with parking on North Fairfax
Street or in the Falls Church Presbyterian Church
parking lot.

The first will take place on Saturday March 20 at
8:30 AM (rain date Sunday) and will focus on North
Rochester Street. The meeting point is 968 North
Rochester St, which is located in the far eastern
corner of the City on the east side of Sycamore /
Roosevelt Blvd. (East on 11 Rd, second right to N
Rochester St.).
The second event on Saturday April 10 at 9 AM
(rain date Sunday) will center on the Winter Hill II
town homes. We'll meet at 285 Gundry Dr. For
more information on the Neighborhood Tree
Program visit: www.vpis.org/trees.
More planting events will be scheduled for the Fall.
We can always use more help on these dates or if
you want to be notified about future planting events
contact: Seth Heminway, Volunteer Chair,
Neighborhood Tree Program at:
heminway.seth@gmail.com

The Fairfax Jubiliares Barbershop Singers will entertain at
a free concert at Arbor Day Festivities.

Festivities will begin 3 p.m. on Saturday, April
17th and will include a presentation of Falls
Church’s 32nd consecutive Tree City U.S.A. award
by the National Arbor Day Foundation. The City of
Falls Church was the first community in Virginia to
be recognized as a Tree City and has the longest
state record for this annual award. The program will
begin with a vignette of the first Arbor Day in 1893
presented by the Victorian Society at Falls Church,
and include a memorial for two trees to be planted
this year in honor of Cay Wiant and Jeanne Smail.
The event will conclude with refreshments and a 45
minute concert, in the spirit of the 1890s, given by
the awesome Fairfax Jubiliares Barber Shop singers.
Midge Wang is coordinating the event for VPIS and
the Victorian Society.

“Fresh” Movie Screening
The Falls Church Farmers Market Chef program
proudly presents “Fresh - the Movie.” FRESH
celebrates the farmers, thinkers and business people
across America who are re-inventing our food
system. Each has witnessed the rapid transformation
of our agriculture into an industrial model, and
confronted the consequences: food contamination,
environmental pollution, depletion of natural
resources, and morbid obesity. Forging healthier,
sustainable alternatives, they offer a practical vision
for a future of our food and our planet.
This event will also feature food provided by Falls
Church Farmers Market Chef program participants
such as Argia’s, Willow, Sinplicity Catering and
Liberty Tavern. Proceeds from the event will fund
classes offered during the Creative Cauldron’s
Creative Arts Adventure Camps to connect children
with local growing and cooking local food.

Neighborhood
Tree Program

Date: April 21, 2010
Time: 7:30pm – 9:30pm

The Neighborhood Tree Program is taking action to
cool our streets, reduce stormwater run-off and soak
up green house gases during two street tree planting
events this Spring.

Tickets are $20.00 and can be purchased through the
Creative Cauldron Website
(http://www.creativecauldron.org/index.html)
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SUMMER CONCERTS
IN THE PARK 2010
The 18th Annual Village Preservation and
Improvement Society Cherry Hill Summer
Concert Series will premiere this year on June 17.
There will be eight dates this summer, running
from June 17 – August 5, Thursdays at 7 PM in
Cherry Hill Park. Expect old favorites Andrew
Acosta, Randy Barrett, Tom Principato and others
to return again this year, along with several new
bands. Last year’s concerts attracted crowds of
upwards 400! VPIS will sell drinks and the Falls
Church -Kokolopori Sister City project will again
sell ice cream. Bring a blanket and picnic dinner
and join the fun! And don’t forget to bring a
neighbor!

COUNCIL CANDIDATES
RECEIVE VPIS
QUESTIONNAIRE

3. VPIS has identified a number of key
environmental goals for Falls Church –
increasing the tree canopy, encouraging more
"green" buildings, increase recycling, reducing
greenhouse gases, decreasing the amount of
impervious surfaces created in construction. What
do you believe to be the most significant
environmental challenges facing the City and how
would you address these challenges?
4. What steps would you take to preserve and
enhance the historical resources in the City? How
would you use the City’s historic past and historic
structures, such as Cherry Hill, to help create the
City as a destination in the Washington area?
5. What steps would you take to improve the City’s
parks and ensure that open space is maintained or
even increased in the City?
6. Should the City spend to pursue affordable
housing and, if so, what kind of affordable
housing does the City need to support and why?

Unedited responses from the candidates can be
found on VPIS’s website at (see www.vpis.org)

Save the Date!
VPIS and the League of Women Voters will cosponsor a “Meet the City Council Candidates
Forum” on April 20 from 7:30 – 9:00 in the
City Council Chambers, located in City Hall,
300 Park Avenue. As we did in 2008, VPIS also
sent a questionnaire to the candidates, asking
them to respond to five questions on topics of
interest to members of VPIS: These questions are:
1. It now appears that the plans that were discussed
and envisioned for the revitalization of the Broad
and Washington Streets area are in some doubt.
What type of plans, if any, should the City be
pursuing for this area?
2. The city now has new residential buildings on
Maple Avenue. What can the City do to help get
the first floor retail spaces occupied, and make the
City a more interesting place to walk and shop?
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Sunday, May 16, 2010
3:00 p.m.
Community Center
VPIS ANNUAL
SPRING MEETING
Please come to the Spring Membership Meeting on
Sunday, May 16, 3-5 PM, in the Falls Church
Community Center. After a short business meeting
we will hear from a representative from the Arlington
Regional Master Naturalist program. Several Falls
Church residents have completed this extensive
training program, and the organization is eager to
recruit more Falls Church residents. We will also hear
from a speaker talking about our ongoing Falls
Church Habitat Restoration Program. Please join us
for this informative program.

Spring 2010
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Falls Church Village Preservation and
Improvement Society
P. O. Box 6824
Falls Church, VA 22040
Email: VillageSociety@yahoo.com
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2010 Dates to Remember
April 17:
April 20:
May 1:
May 1:
May 16:
May 31:
June 17:
July 1:
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Arbor Day Commons Celebration in Frady Park, 3:00 p. m.
City Council Candidate Forum, Community Center, 7:30 p.m.
VPIS Booth at Farmer’s Market opens, 8:00 a.m. to Noon
Attic Treasures Sale, Community Center, 9:00 a.m. to Noon
Spring Membership meeting, Community Center, 3:00 p.m.
VPIS participation in the Memorial Day Parade
VPIS Summer Concerts in Park begin, Thursdays, 7:00 p.m.
VPIS Independence Day Readings at City Hall, 1:00 p.m.

Spring 2010

