
   

O 
n November 9, the Falls 
Church Village Preservation 
and Improvement Society 

presented Barry Buschow with its 
“Spirit of Falls Church Award.”  

The Spirit of Falls Church Award 
is the highest honor that VPIS 
awards. It is given to an individual 
in recognition for long-term service 
to multiple spheres of community 
life that has resulted in significant 
protection, enrichment, or enhance-
ment of the quality of life in Falls 
Church. Not only has Barry taken 
an active role in VPIS for many 
years, but he has been a mainstay 
in supporting the Lions Club, Boy 
Scouts, Parks and Recre-
ation activities, and the 
environment. 

Barry was raised in 
Falls Church, as his par-
ents moved to Timber 
Lane in November 1951. 
He attended Oak Street 
School (location of the 
current Thomas Jeffer-
son) and graduated from 
George Mason High School as well 
as Virginia Tech. He returned in 
November 1987, with his wife Kath-
leen and son Jimmy. As a result of 
his long residence in Falls Church, 
he can relate the history behind 
many issues that still resonate  
today. 

Civic Involvement 
Shortly after moving back, Barry 
began his involvement in City life 
when he was appointed in 1988 to 
the Board of Directors of the Child 
Development Center on North Cher-
ry Street. From that start, he ex-
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panded his involvement to many 
other organizations including the 
Lions Club, Boy Scouts, and 
Northern Virginia Regional Park 
Authority. 

Among the many speakers dur-
ing the presentation of this 
award was Wally Zampella of the 
Lions Club. He recalled that Bar-
ry has been a stalwart long-term 
member of the Lions Club over 
the last 24 years, serving as pres-
ident several times and being 
recognized as Lion of the Year 
three times. 

Sam Starr spoke about Barry’s 
work with the Boy Scouts and 

said of Barry that “his 
commitment has 
spanned from manage-
ment of the facility 
[the Scout House] to 
cleaning the kitchen,” 
and continued that he 
did them all with good 
humor. Barry champi-
oned an open space 
conservation easement 

on the scout house property that 
created tax credits providing 
needed funding to support the 
facility’s long-term maintenance 
requirements. Starr said that 
“Barry was like an orchestra con-
ductor, coordinating many activi-
ties through groups within the 
city.”  

Passion for Open Space 
Danny Schlitt, director of the 
City’s Recreations and Parks De-
partment, spoke about Barry’s 

“Barry was like an 

orchestra conductor, 

coordinating many 

activities through 

groups within the city.”  
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Commitment to Keep the Charm and Community  
 

A  lot of the things that we like about the City of Falls 
Church did not happen on their own. They came 

about because caring people were engaged and commit-
ted to ensure results that make us all proud. Sometimes 
we can remember the specific group, neighbors, or indi-
vidual who really made something happen that we all 
consider a positive part of the City.  

I think of the group of ladies who worked diligently to 
create the Friends of Cherry Hill to preserve the house 
and barn that provides a glimpse of life here in the 19th 
century. It is a wonderful asset that would not exist to-
day had it not been for the vision and efforts of people 
that worked for it.  

I have noticed over the years that many people can 
pick out things they like—and dislike —once they can 
see it in place. It is more difficult for people to clearly 
state exactly what it is that causes them to like it. Es-
pecially challenging is to have them do that prospec-
tively in the abstract to inform a new creation of some-
thing not yet designed. 

But, architectural choices are very important. Win-
ston Churchill said, “First we shape our buildings, and 
afterwards our buildings shape us.”  

As developers present new projects, it takes a lot of 
discussion and work to ensure that the designs improve 
our sense of place and quality of life—without eroding 
the sense of charm, history, and character that is the 
City. 

There are always issues in the Falls Church that re-
quire our engaged attention, but at present the number 
of development issues occurring simultaneously seems 
remarkable. Like many things in life, that is both good 
and bad. Good because it brings opportunities for im-
provement, but challenging because there is only so 
much the community and City staff can handle at 
once—and do well.  

Lack of our due attention could create results that are 
disappointing—and unfortunately last as visible re-
minders for nearly a century. Consistent civic engage-
ment is as important now as it has been in years past. 
And for those that invest the effort, the results can be a 
community with a sense of its own history, place, 
charm, and character where you and your grandchildren 
will want to live. 

Thank you to those who came before and left us a leg-
acy of a unique sense of place.♦ 
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Spirit of Falls Church Award, continued  

“He was cleaning up 

Falls Church on 

monthly City Walks 

for 17 years.” 

Barry Buschow listens to the 

tributes. Photo courtesy of 

Carol Sly. 

longtime advocacy for open space 
and quality parkland and his 
service on the City’s Advisory 
Board for Parks and Recreation 
over 10 years.  

Former Mayor Jeff Tarbert 
noted that Buschow has repre-
sented the City on the Northern 
Virginia Regional Park Authority 
(NVRPA) Board for 24 years, 
since he was first appointed by 
the City Council in 1990. He 
served as treasurer for four 
years and as chair of the Trails 
Committee for the W&OD Trail. 
He helped Craig Day and Bill 
Silverman establish the Friends 
of the W&OD Trail. He worked 
with many organizations to get 
the bike bridge built over West 
Broad Street, which significantly 
increased safety for trail users 
and motorists alike.  

VPIS Leadership 
Barry has been actively involved 
in virtually all projects of VPIS, 
leading so many efforts in the 
Society that it mirrors the histo-
ry of VPIS for the last 25 years. 
He has served as a member of 
the Board of Directors, as corre-
sponding secretary, vice presi-
dent, and president, and has 
maintained the Society’s website 
for over 10 years. He has been a 
member of the Neighborhood 
Tree Program Steering Commit-
tee and has help to plant hun-
dreds of trees with the program 
throughout the City.  

In a letter read at the ceremo-
ny, former City residents David 
Eckert and Annette Mills re-
called warmly Barry’s work on 
Operation EarthWatch Program, 
his establishment of the Mt. 
Daniel School Outdoor Class-
room and the Thomas Jefferson 
School Butterfly Garden. Eckert 
and Mills said he was “cleaning 
up Falls Church on monthly City 

Walks for 17 years and the bian-
nual City Clean-up day for more 
than 25 years.”  

“Barry Buschow’s body of com-
munity service is far too great 
for any one of us to remember,” 
said Jeff Peterson. Peterson not-
ed Barry’s volunteer service on 
the City of Falls Church Econom-
ic Development Authority, as 
vice chairman of the Task Force 
on Cultural Resources, co-
chairman of CADRE at George 
Mason High School for many 
years, and as chair of the Service 
Organizations committee cele-
brating the Tricentennial of Falls 
Church that erected the George 
Mason monument at City Hall. 
Keith Thurston noted that the VPIS 
Board of Directors has bestowed the 
“Spirit of Falls Church Award” only 
six times over the past 40 years.  

In presenting the award, Mark 
Gross, VPIS Vice President, said 
that Barry Buschow exemplifies 
everything that the “Spirit of 
Falls Church” embodies. On ac-
ceptance, Barry noted it is up to 
all of us to groom the next gener-
ation for community service.♦  

Membership Renewal Time 
It’s a new year, so please re-

member to pay your 2015 VPIS 
membership dues. The member-
ship fees and donations we col-
lect provide the majority of the 
funds used throughout the year 
for VPIS activities and grants. 
In addition to supporting high 
profile events like concerts in 
the park and services like the 
neighborhood tree program, 
your membership enables VPIS 
to have a strong voice in Falls 
Church. Be sure to return the 
membership postcard today! For 
more information e-mail Kelly 
Smoke at 
ksmoke@mindspring.com.  

mailto:ksmoke@mindspring.com
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“Maintaining our 

tree canopy is a 

great investment 

that pays us back in 

many ways.” 

F alls Church is losing too 
many large canopy trees, 

but don’t despair. There is 
something you can do to help. 
Come out and help your neigh-
bors plant new street trees and 
take care of those we already 
have. Maintaining our tree can-
opy is a great investment that 
pays us back in many ways, 
namely, absorbing stormwater 
and shading/cooling our neigh-
borhoods. 

Our planting events start at 

Neighborhood Tree Program  by Seth Heminway  

8:30 with refreshments and a 
quick demonstration and then we  
spread out and get to work. We 
typically finish by noon. Wear 
boots or heavy shoes, gloves, and 
dirt friendly clothes. Bring tools or 
use ours, we’ll have extras.  

Please let us know if you can 
make it—and bring your friends. 

RSVP: Seth Heminway at 
heminway.seth@gmail.com (There 
is no “g” in my last name, despite 
what your auto correct says.)♦  

2015 Neighborhood Tree Program Events 

 
Saturday, April 11   8:30 a.m. Tree Planting 

Saturday, April 18   8:30 a.m. Tree Planting 

Saturday, May 16   8:30 a.m. Tree Maintenance/Mulch (or rain makeup day) 

Saturday, October 24   8:30 a.m. Tree Planting 

Saturday, November 7   8:30 a.m. Tree Planting 

Saturday, November 21   8:30 a.m. Tree Maintenance/Mulch (or rain makeup day) 

N o longer the quiet small 
town, Falls Church is bus-

tling with development projects 
that bring new residents as 
well as new and often unique 
commercial establishments to 
the mix. The Village Society 
continues to actively partici-
pate in the ongoing dialog that 
shapes the Falls Church of the 
future by participating in pub-
lic forums and providing sub-
stantive and thoughtful points 
of view.  

VPIS Active in Development Dialog  

VPIS has most recently taken 
positions on the Broad and West 
Street development project, the 
location of the library, protecting 
trails, environment goals, the 
downtown business district im-
provement, and the Tinner Hill 
monument.  

Our most recent communica-
tions to the leadership of Falls 
Church may be found on the VPIS 
website at www.vpis.org.♦   

mailto:heminway.seth@gmail.com
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T he 23rd Annual Village Preservation and Improvement Society Cherry Hill Summer 
Concert Series will premiere this year on June 25 and run through August 6. Concerts 

are held on Thursdays at 7 p.m. in Cherry Hill Park with assistance from the Falls Church 
Recreation and Parks Department, and as always are FREE to the community thanks to 
your membership and support. This year’s schedule includes three new bands: The Flannel 
Underground, Ocho de Bastos, and Dear Creek. 

June 25 Falls Church Concert Band 

Falls Church City’s Concert Band traditionally opens the summer concert season and proud-

ly features local residents playing a wide range of music including favorite marches. 

July 2  The Flannel Underground—1990s hits 

Rediscover 1990s rock like Nirvana and Red Hot Chili Peppers with this cover band 
that regularly appears in Falls Church venues. 

July 9  Dear Creek—jazz/blues/folk/rock 

Featuring Falls Church’s Kate Potrykus and her friends from Shenandoah University, Dear 

Creek has been touring nationally in the last year with a unique modern blended sound. 

July 16 Ocho de Bastos (Eight of Clubs)—Latin Pop 

Hailing from Falls Church, Ocho de Bastos plays up and down the East Coast and features 

upbeat music sure to have the audience at Cherry Hill dancing. 

July 23 Mama Tried, with Randy Barrett and Dede Wyland—bluegrass 

WAMMIE award winner and hometown favorite, Randy Barrett teams up with Dede Wyland 

bringing bluegrass back to the park. 

July 30 Andrew Acosta Band—roots music 

Andrew and his New Old-Time String Band entertain at Cherry Hill Park every summer 

with American roots music and unique Falls Church themes.  

August 6 Tom Principato—blues rock  

Falls Church native Principato has won multiple WAMMIE awards. Tom and his band 

travel worldwide and feature rock and blues, with emphasis on Tom’s master guitar skills.  
 
Bring a blanket and picnic dinner and join the fun! And don’t forget to bring a neighbor!  

 

Concert-goers enjoyed near perfect weather for the 2014 Summer in the Park Concert Series. Photo 

courtesy of Carol Sly. 

The Village Way 

2015 Concert in the Park Schedule Announced  
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C ome late April, the VPIS 
booth will be up and run-

ning once again on Saturday 
mornings at the Falls 
Church Farmers Market. 
Starting April 18, this will be 
our 21st year providing hot 
coffee and cold beverages to 
raise money for the Neighbor-
hood Tree Program.  

If you’ve ever been to the 
Farmers Market on a busy Sat-
urday morning late spring, 
summer or fall, you know that 
the VPIS booth is in the thick 
of it—definitely the place to be 
right here in the City of Falls 

Church. We invite you to stop by 
and talk to the many volunteers 
who help run the booth.  

We are always looking for even 
more VPIS member involvement. 
So if you want to maximize your 
VPIS membership, do good for the 
environment, and be a part of a 
social and cultural phenomenon 
right here in Falls Church, con-
sider volunteering. Join us at the 
VPIS “Coffee for Trees” booth.  

Contact Riva Adriance at  
riva.adriance@gmail.com to learn 
how you can volunteer.♦ 

 

VPIS at Farmers Market Booth Starts Up  

Attic Treasures Sale April 25—New Date! 

I f you’ve lived in Falls 
Church for a while, you 

probably know that the VPIS 
Attic Treasures Sale is a great 
place to browse for treasures, 
and catch up with old friends 
and meet new ones. This year, 
this annual event, normally 
held the first Saturday in 
May, will be on the last Sat-
urday in April—April 25. 

Held in the gym at the Com-
munity Center, the sale is the 
largest fundraising activity for 
VPIS. All proceeds support ac-
tivities such as the Neighbor-
hood Tree Program and 
the Summer Concerts in 
the Park. 

As you do your spring 
cleaning, keep an eye out 
for items you no longer 
need or use. Set aside 
those items that are in 
clean, working order 
and donate them to the 
sale. We accept items on 
Friday, April 24, 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. 

We accept household goods, 
dishes, collectibles, toys, books, 
and plants. No clothes or large, 
bulky furniture, please.  

We need many volunteers to 
help set up on Friday, April 24 
and help on the day of the sale, 
Saturday, April 25. This is a 
great way to make a short-term 
commitment to VPIS. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Nisha Senshar-
ma at nisensharma@gmail.com 
or Susan Alverson at 
Telief@aol.com.♦ 

Shoppers browse the 2014 Attic Treasures Sale. Photo 

courtesy of Carol Sly. 

The Village Way 

“All proceeds 

support activities 

such as the 

Neighborhood 

Tree Program 

and the Summer 

Concerts in the 

Park.” 

about:blank
about:blank
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“Prices for 

solar 

products 

have 

dropped 

45% since 

2012.” 

Solar Energy Program Coming  

To Falls Church by Tim Stevens  

S olar energy is coming to 
the City of Falls Church! 

And we’re not alone, as a few 
statistics obtained from a 
recent webinar on solar ener-
gy made clear: 36% of all 
new U.S. electric capacity in 
2014 was solar, over 600,000 
homes and businesses now 
have solar systems, and pric-
es for solar products have 
dropped 45% since 2012. 
Sounds like a revolution! 

Still, the solar revolution 
has been slower to arrive in 
Virginia, mainly due to the 
dominant position of electric 
utility companies combined 
with weak state policies. For 
example, Virginia has rough-
ly 15 megawatts of installed 
solar power grids,  whereas 
North Carolina has over  
600 MW.  

Many communities across 
Virginia have responded to 
the lack of supportive state 
policies by launching grass-
roots cooperative buying pro-
grams. These programs, 
which go by the name 
“solarize,” give individuals 
the buying power of organi-
zations. Falls Church, with 
the full support of City 
Council, has reached out to 
two local institutions for 
help in leading a solarize 
program in Falls Church: the 
Northern Virginia Regional 
Commission (NVRC) and the 
Local Energy Alliance Pro-
gram (LEAP). 

Local Opportunity  
Solarize NOVA, the name of 
the local program, will select 
several solar contractors, 
based on a bidding selection 

process, who will agree to pro-
vide free assessments of build-
ings for suitability to host a so-
lar energy system, along with a 
cost estimate for a solar system 
at below-market rates. In addi-
tion, our residents will be of-
fered a free energy checkup of 
their homes, independent of 
any consideration of a solar en-
ergy system, to get the advice of 
an energy efficiency expert on 
how to reduce home energy 
costs. These free energy check-
ups are a key benefit of part-
nering with NVRC/LEAP.  

The City will host an educa-
tional forum in April, to be held 
at the Community Center. This 
forum will give residents and 
businesses a chance to learn 
more details about the Solarize 
NOVA program. Details on the 
date and time of the forum will 
be announced shortly.  

In the meantime, visit 
www.solarizefallschurch.org for 
more details. At this website 
you can sign up for a free home 
energy checkup, as well as a 
site assessment and cost esti-
mate for a solar energy system. 

If you have been thinking 
about installing a solar energy 
system, Solarize NOVA may be 
the opportunity you should take 
advantage of. For one thing, the 
federal Investment Tax Credit, 
which allows individuals and 
businesses the ability to take 
30% of the cost of their solar 
energy system off of their feder-
al tax bill, expires at the end of 
2016. This tax credit usually 
results in thousands of dollars 
of savings.  

For questions, contact Tim 
Stevens (tks505@verizon.net).♦  



 

8  March 2015 

 

 

The Village Way 

“As the building has 

deteriorated, the 

service demands 

have skyrocketed 

and are projected to 

continue to grow in 

the years ahead.”  

Library Renovation and Expansion by Jeff  Peterson  

T he Mary Riley Styles Public 
Library is located in the ge-

ographic heart of Falls Church 
and close to the emotional heart 
of many residents. The library 
is a source of learning, infor-
mation, entertainment, and so-
cial engagement that is a main-
stay of the Falls Church com-
munity. Whether you go to the 
library for story hours, a book 
club, to pick up a new novel, or 
to enjoy the free Internet ser-
vice, you can count on a produc-
tive experience and capable 
staff.  

The national publication, Li-
brary Journal, has given the 
library a “Star Rating” for seven 
consecutive years, one of only 
two libraries in Virginia so rec-
ognized. Falls Church residents 
have seconded that approval by 
embracing the library and its 
services—91% of City residents 
have a library borrowing card, 
the highest percentage of card-
holders of any community in the 
state. 

Building Needs 
Although the library services 
are first rate, the building is 
not. Last renovated 23 years 
ago, the building’s basic sys-
tems need comprehensive up-
grades. Heating and air condi-
tioning systems frequently mal-
function, as do the toilets. The 
elevator is intermittently opera-
tional and is so old that replace-
ment parts must be made by 
hand. In addition, the building 
needs better accessibility for 
those with disabilities. Without 
prompt attention, these facility 
problems could escalate into 
costly damages and extended 
service interruptions. 

As the building has deterio-
rated, the service demands have 
skyrocketed and are projected 

to continue to grow in the 
years ahead. From 2004 to 
2014, when the City popula-
tion increased 27%, demand 
for library services increased 
by greater amounts:  

 Program attendance in-

creased 73% 

 Circulation of materials in-

creased 37% 

 Registered borrowers in-

creased 26% 

 Library visits increased 49% 

For several years, the Li-
brary Board of Trustees has 
worked with City officials, 
consultants and architects, 
and the public to develop a 
long-range Master Plan. 
Based on this work, the Board 
proposed a comprehensive  
$8 million renovation and ex-
pansion project. The project 
would restore basic building 
systems and add new space to 
meet growing service de-
mands. Key features of the 
project include the following: 

 Additional space for all collec-

tions (currently it must be 

one item in, one item out) 

 New meeting space for library 

programs and community use 

 New student study spaces 

 More efficient operations 

space for library staff 

 Expanded child and young 

adult areas 

 Relocation of the building en-

trance to Park Avenue 

 Realignment of existing space 

to optimize building flow and 

security 

The proposed new space 
adds about 6,600 sq.ft. on two 
levels. This addition would 
bring the overall size of the 

Continued on page 9 

Mary Riley Styles Library 
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The Village Preservation and Improvement Society (VPIS), originally founded in 1885, is an active non-profit citizen volunteer organi-

zation in the City of Falls Church, Virginia. The Society works to preserve our natural and built environment, historic structures and 

landmarks, and it promotes cultural activities. The members are primarily residents and former residents or neighbors of the City of 

Falls Church and are of all political persuasions. They are bonded by their interest in and commitment to preserving and improving 

the City. Send donations, comments, questions, or letters to the editor to: Village Preservation and Improvement Society, P.O. Box 

6824, Falls Church, VA 22040 or e-mail to vpisfc@gmail.com. VPIS is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. A financial 

statement is available upon written request.  

Library Expansion, continued  

library to about 25,000 sq.ft. 
The proposed addition could be 
on either the east or west side of 
the current building. Sketches 
of the proposed addition options 
are available on the library’s 
website.  

This project was recently 
adopted into the new City Capi-
tal Improvement Plan by a 
unanimous vote of the Planning 
Commission and will be consid-
ered by the City Council in 
April. 

There was also a proposal to 
move the library to the proposed 
new development at Broad and 
West Streets, but the City Coun-
cil appears to not support that. 
The VPIS Board opposed such a 
move and approved a letter in 
support of the renovation project.  

If you have any questions about 
the library project, contact Jeff 
Peterson (703-532-7635).  

Note: Jeff Peterson is a member of 

the Library Board in addition to the 

VPIS Board.♦ 

I f we like the way it looks to 
walk or ride down tree-lined 

streets in Falls Church, we can 
thank a group of dedicated VPIS 
volunteers and staff that keep 
planting the trees every spring 
and fall to maintain that canopy. 
Having a City with beautiful tree-
crowned streets does not happen 
by accident. It takes constant at-
tention to nurture and protect ex-
isting trees and to replace the 
trees that die from disease, dam-
age, construction, and storms.  

It was the Village Society in the 
1890s that started the tree-lined 
streets as the Falls Church ver-
sion of the City Beautiful move-
ment that was spreading 
throughout the United States. We 
also held the first Arbor Day cele-
bration in Virginia at the same 
location that we currently call 

Frady Park, in the 300 block 
of East Broad Street.  

Please come to beautiful 
Frady Park at 3:00 on April 18 
and help celebrate those 
that plant these trees, the 
arrival of spring and Ar-
bor Day, and the 37th 
year of winning the Tree 
City USA Award. Enter 
the park on North Fairfax 
Street across from the 
Presbyterian church. It is 
a short, entertaining pro-
gram—and it’s free. 

Contacts: 

Keith.Thurston@gmail.com 

about Arbor Day Celebra-

tion or 

Heminway.Seth@gmail.com 

about the Neighborhood Tree 

Plantings.♦  

Finally, Spring is Here… 

The Arbor Day Celebration is Saturday, April 18   

2014 Arbor Day Celebration. Photo courtesy 

of Carol Sly. 

mailto:VillageSociety@VPIS.org
mailto:Keith.Thurston@Gmail.com
mailto:Heminway.Seth@Gmail.com


 

10  March 2015 

Address Service Requested 

Business Name 

Falls Church Village Preservation 

and Improvement Society 

P.O. Box 6824 
Falls Church, VA 22040 
E-mail: vpisfc@gmail.com 
www.vpis.org 

NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
MERRIFIELD, VA 
PERMIT NO. 7066 

Upcoming Events 
 

Tree Planting—April 11 
 
Tree Planting—April 18 
 
VPIS Farmers Market booth open—April 18 
 
Arbor Day Celebration—April 18 
 
Attic Treasures Donations—April 24 
 
Attic Treasures Sale—April 25 
 
Memorial Day Festivities—May 25 
 
Spring Membership Meeting—June 28 
 

mailto:VillageSociety@VPIS.org

