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T 
he Falls Church Village 
Preservation and Improve-
ment Society (VPIS) is making 

grants to City of Falls Church resi-
dents for projects to reduce storm-
water runoff. Grants for projects to 
install rain barrels, rain gardens, or 
conservation landscapes are still 
available.  

The grants are part of the 
RainSmart Program implemented 
by VPIS with support from the City 
of Falls Church. The Program is in-
tended to help City of Falls Church 
residents implement 
practices, such as rain 
barrels and rain gar-
dens, that help rainwa-
ter soak into the 
ground on-site to pre-
vent flooding and pro-
tect water quality lo-
cally and in the wider 
Chesapeake Bay water-
shed. The Program also 
includes public infor-
mation and outreach 
programs to promote 
stormwater management.  

An easy step that local residents 
can take to manage stormwater is to 
install rain barrels to catch runoff 
from roofs. Under the RainSmart 
Program, City residents can apply 
for grant funds for up to two rain 
barrels with a limit of $50 for each 
barrel.  Residents may want to use 
this grant at a rain barrel workshop 
in the region sponsored by the 
Northern Virginia Soil and Water 
Conservation District on Saturday, 
May 25 (see more information at 

Grants Available for Homeowners to 

Reduce Stormwater Pollution   

Business Name 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water
-conservation/rain-barrel). Resi-
dents may apply for rain barrel 
grants throughout the year and 
have the option of applying for a 
grant to support purchase of rain 
barrels from a commercial 
source. Residents are responsible 
for installing and maintaining 
rain barrels.   

Another opportunity to improve 
local stormwater management is 
to install a rain garden that is 
designed to help rain water soak 
into the ground and help reduce 

high volumes of runoff 
that carry sediment, 
nutrients, and other 
pollutants into local 
streams. Under the 
RainSmart Program, 
City residents can ap-
ply for grant funds to 
cover up to 50% of the 
cost of a project or 
$1,500, whichever is 
less.  Grants are also 
available for landscape 
conservation projects 

that have stormwater benefits.  
These projects need to be de-
signed by contractors approved 
by the RainSmart Program.    

For more information about 
the RainSmart Program and 
for rain barrel and rain gar-
den applications, go to 
www.vpis.org/environment/
rainsmart-program/. If you 
have questions about the 
RainSmart Program, send an 
email to RainSmartFall-
sChurch@gmail.com.♦  
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President’s Message  by Lisa Varouxis  

 I 
 moved to Falls Church from Arlington with my par-
ents in 1964 and attended three of the four schools 
(Thomas Jefferson Elementary, Madison Elemen-

tary—now just a memory—and what was then known as 
George Mason Junior–Senior High School), graduating 
in the mid-70’s. When it was time for me to leave my 
parents’ home, I did not go far, first moving to Fairfax, 
then to Old Town Alexandria, and then back to the Fair-
fax County portion of Falls Church. As newlyweds in the 
early 1980s, my husband and I moved to Falls Church as 
we wanted to raise children in the same small-town  
atmosphere in which I was raised. 

As you might imagine, I have seen tremendous change 
in Falls Church in the fifty-two or so years I have called 
this city home. What was once a “sleepy little village” of 
small shops and homes along the main thoroughfares is 
now rapidly becoming a more urban and more densely 
populated city. Several mixed-use developments have 
been built in the past eleven years, and more have al-
ready been approved. The latest one, Founders Row, 
broke ground last fall, and the West Falls Church devel-
opment (tentatively called Little City Commons) is tar-
geting a date in 2021 to begin building. Before they do, 
the new high school must be completed, the students 
transitioned to the new school, and the old high school 
razed. The population is expected to grow 44% between 
now and 2040, based on a report by Weldon Cooper Cen-
ter for Public Service, as noted in the Natural Resources 
Chapter Draft Outline5, available on the City’s website.  

How does the Village Preservation and Improvement 
Society fit in with this? By working with you, our mem-
bers, to ensure Falls Church is a welcoming place for 
everyone and retains most of its small city feel and 
charm. Among other activities, we will continue working 
to protect our natural and built environments, historic 
structures, and landmarks; and we will actively follow 
new development under consideration for approval by 
Council and provide comments on possible improve-
ments to the plans. We will promote cultural activities, 
like Concerts in the Park and the Watch Night Event at 
the Falls Church Presbyterian Church, which attract 
young and old alike. We will partner with the City on 
both the RainSmart and Neighborhood Tree Program, 
and we will fund, develop, and maintain commemorative 
gardens.  

Balancing the small city feel with economic realities 
may, at times, feel like an uphill battle but I believe this 
organization has a voice which needs to be heard. 

Our website (www.vpis.org) contains up-to-date infor-
mation on scheduled events as well as information on 
the programs, initiatives, and causes we support; copies 
of our current and archived newsletters; the mission and 

Continued on page 3 
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President, continued 

history of VPIS; and some won-
derful pictures of old homes/
buildings that once stood in 
Falls Church. 

You can now follow us on  
Facebook (Village Preservation 
& Improvement Society), Twit-
ter (@fcvpis) and Instagram 
(fcvpis). If you have photos 
from VPIS events you would 
like to share for publication on 
one of our sites, please send 
them to vpisfc@gmail.com. If 
you have a question you would 
like answered, a comment you 
would like to make, or are in-
terested in becoming more in-
volved by volunteering at 
events, send an email to me at 
vpis.president@gmail.com. 

I look forward to meeting you 
at the Spring Membership 
meeting on June 2.♦  

The Falls Church Village Preservation and Improvement Society and  

City of Falls Church Recreation and Parks Department present  

2019 Summer Concerts in Cherry Hill 

Park—27th Year!  

Thursdays, 7:00 PM, Cherry Hill Park  

June 20 Falls Church Concert Band 

  www.fallschurchconcertband.org 

June 27 Mountain Fish (country) 
  www.facebook.com/MountainFishBand/  

July 4  at GMHS for 4th of July Celebration 

July 11 Korybantes (80’s, 90’s, and modern rock favorites)  

July 18 Soul Stew (Soul/Motown) 
  www.soulstewband.net/ 

July 25 Midnight Essential (blues rock) 
  www.facebook.com/midnightessential/ 

August 1 Big Howdy (bluegrass) 
  www.bighowdyband.com/ 

Opening day at 2019 VPIS Farmers 

Market booth. Photo courtesy of Mike 

Volpe. 

Volunteers Needed at  
Farmers Market Booth   

T he VPIS Falls Church Farm-
ers Market Booth will run 

each Saturday from May to the 
fourth Saturday in November. 

Volunteers are needed! There 
are two shifts each Saturday:   
7–10 AM, the booth set-up shift; 
and 10 AM–Noon, the booth tear-
down shift. Each shift will have 
at least one seasoned, experi-
enced volunteer on duty to guide 
any and all new volunteers. Vol-
unteering your time, even if you 
can’t work an entire shift, is a 
great way to interact with other 
VPIS members and the commu-
nity while raising funds for the 
Neighborhood Tree Program and 
other VPIS-funded activities. To 
volunteer, please contact Sam 
Beatty, Volunteer Coordinator, 
Farmers Market Booth 2019, at 
waffles05@yahoo.com.♦  
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O ne of the benefits in living in our Little 
City is the character that exists here. By 

renewing your VPIS membership for 2019, you 
are helping to ensure that we sustain the qual-
ity of life in Falls Church City. 

The donations and membership dues we col-
lect provide the majority of the funds for popu-
lar programs that support community environ-
mental and cultural benefits. These include the 
Neighborhood Tree program, the annual Con-
certs in the Park, and New Year’s Watch Night. 

It is programs like these that truly make 
Falls Church City the special place we all call 
home, and we need your support in ensuring 
they continue for many years to come. Please 
send in your donation with the completed mem-
bership postcard if you have not already, or do-
nate online at donorbox.org/vpis-membership 
today. If you have any questions or comments 
about your membership, email Megan Hauber 
at meganhauber@gmail.com.♦ 

Annual Membership Drive  

The Village Preservation and Improvement Society (VPIS), originally founded in 1885, is an active non-profit citizen volunteer organization in 

the city of Falls Church, Virginia. The Society works to preserve our natural and built environment, historic structures and landmarks, and it 

promotes cultural activities. The members are primarily residents and former residents or neighbors of the City of Falls Church and are of all 

political persuasions. They are bonded by their interest in and commitment to preserving and improving the City. Send donations, comments, 

questions, or letters to the editor to: Village Preservation and Improvement Society, P.O. Box 6824, Falls Church, VA 22040 or e-mail to 

vpisfc@gmail.com. VPIS is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. A financial statement is available upon written request.  

J oin us for the VPIS Spring Membership 
Meeting on Sunday, June 2, 2019, 3–5 PM, 

at The Falls Church Arts Center, located at 
700-B West Broad Street.  

The theme this year is “Arts in the Little 
City,” and we are highlighting the way arts in 
the city have helped to build community and 
define place. Join us as we learn more about 
how the Creative Cauldron theater is creating 
accessible art experiences and how two civic 
committees—Tinner Hill Heritage Foundation 
and The Social Justice Committee—are creat-
ing visible history through murals and other 
media. We will enjoy the poetry of Franklin 
Thackrey, as read by his son Keith. We will 
end the afternoon program with a reception 
featuring desserts from Falls Church City cus-
tard shop and bakeries, while enjoying live  
music performed by local musicians.♦  

Spring Membership Meeting  

mailto:VillageSociety@VPIS.org

