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The Independence Day Readings

The Independence Day Readings were inaugurated by The Falls Church Village
Preservation and Improvement Society on July 4,1984, in part to honor the VPIS

Centennial in 1985. Over 80 citizens participated, each taking a turn at reading from the

four freedom documents. Louis T. Olom, former Society President, initiated the concept

and presided for the first I 2 years. He was succeeded by Ross Netherton in 1996 who

has presided since that time. The event lends meaning to the national holiday that

celebrates our county's origins and the democratic principles upon which our nation was

founded. The Readings are normally held in the Falls Church City Council Chamber

commencing at I-Iigh Noon.
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1.

Fairfax County Resolves
[18 ]uly 7774)

At a Meeting of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of the County of

Fairfax on Monday the 18tn day of |uly 1774, at the Court House,

George Washington Esquire Chairman, and Robert F{arrison Cent.

[eman] Clerk of the said Meeting-

RESOLVED that this Colony and Dominion of Virginia can not

be considered as a conquered Country; and if it was, that the

present Inhabitants are the Descendants not of the Conquered,

but of the Conquerors.

That the same was not setled at the national Expence of
England, but at the private Expence of the Adventurers/ our
Ancestors,by solemn Compact with, and under the Arrspices

and Protection of the British Crown; upon which we are in
every Respect as dependant, as the People of Great Britain, and

in the same Manner subject to all his Majesty's just, legal, and

constitutional Prerogatives.

That our Ancestors, when they left their native Land, and setled

in America, brought with them (even if the same had not been

confirmed by Charters) the Civil-Constitution and Form of

Government of the country they came from; and rvere by the

Laws of Nature and Nations, entitled to all it's Privileges,

Immunities and Advantages; which have descended to us their

Posterity, and ought of Right to be as fully enjoyed, as if we had

still continued within the Realm of England.

RESOLVED that the most important and valuable Part of the

British Constitution, uPon which it's very Existence depends, is

the fundamental Principle of the People's being governed by no

Laws, to rvhich they have not given their Consent, by
Representatives freely chosen by themselves; who are affected

by the Laws they enact equally with their Constituents; to
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3.

whom they are accountable, and whose Burthens they share; in

which consists the Safety and Happiness of the Community:

for if this Part of tl-re Constitution was taken away' or materially

altered, the Government must degenerate either into an

absolute and despotic Monarchy, or a tyrannical Aristocracy,

and the Freedom of the People be annihilated'

RESOLVED therefore, as the Inhabitants of the American

Colonies are not, and from their Situation can not be

represented in the British Parliament, that the legislative Power

here can of Right be exercised only by (our) own Provincial

Assembly, o1. Purliaments, subject to the Assent or Negative of

the British Crown, to be declared within some ProPer limited

Time.

But as it was thought just and reasonable that the People of

Great Britain shou'd reap Advantages from these Colonies

adequate to the Protection they afforded them, the British

Parliament have claimed and exercised the Power of regulating

our Trade and Cornmerce, So as to restrain our importing from

foreign Countrys, such Articles as they cou'd furnish us with,

of their own Growth or Manufacture, or exPorting to foreign

Countrys such Articles and Portions of our Produce, as Great

Britain stood in Need of , fot her own Consumption or

Manufactures.

Such a Power directed with Wisdom and Moderation, seems

necessary for the general Good of that great Body-politic of

lvhich we are a paru altho' in some Degree repugnant to the

Principles of the Constitution. Under this Idea our Ancestors

submiite d, to it: the Experience of mor than a Century, during

the Government of his Majesty's Royal Predecessors, hath

proved it's Utilit!, and the reciprocal Benefits flowing from it

prodrr.ed mutual uninterrupted Harmony and Good-Will'

betrveen the lnhabitants of Great Britain and her Colonies; who

during that long Period, alrvays considered themselves as one



and the same People: and tho'such a Power is capable of
Abuse, and in some Lr:rstances hath been stretched beyond the
original Design and Institution.

Yet to avoid Strife and Contention with our fellow-Subjects,
and strongly impressed with the Experience of mutual Benefits,
we always Chearfully acquiesced in it, while the entire
Regulation of our internal Policf , and giving and granting our
own Money were preserved to our own provincial Legislatures.

4. RESOLVED that it is the Duty of these Colonies, on all
Emergencies, to contribute, in Proportion to their Abilities,
Situation and Circumstances, to the necessary Charge of
supporting and defending the British Empire, of which they are
Part; that while we are treated upon an equal Footing with our
fellow Srrbjects, the Motives of Self-Interest and Preservation
will be a sufficiant Obligation; as was evident thro' the Course
of the last War;

and that no Argument can be fairly applyed to the British
Parliament's taxing uS, upon a Presumption that we shou'd
refuse a just and reasonable Contribution, but will equally
operate in ]ustification of the Executive Power taxing the
People of England, upon a Supposition of their Representatives
refusing to grant the necessary Supplies.

5. RESOLVED that the Claim lately assumed and exercised by the
British Parliament, of making all such laws as they think fit, to
govern tl're People of these Colonies, and to extort from us our
Money with out our Consent, is not only diametrically contrary
to the first Principles of the Constitution, and the original
Compacts by which we are dependant upon the British Crown
and Government; but is totally incompatible with the Privileges
of a free People, and the natural Rights of Mankind; will render
our own Legislatures merely nominal and nugatory, and is
calculated to reduce us from a State of Freedom and Happiness



6.

to Slavery and Misery.

RESOLVED that Taxation and Representation are in their

Nature inseperable; that the Right of withholding, or of giving

and granting their own Money is the only effectual Security to a

free People, against the Incroachments of Despotism and

Tyrarury; and that whenever they yield the One, they must

quickly fall a Prey to the other.

RESOLVED that the Powers over the People of America now

claimed by the British House of Commons, in whose Election

we have no Share, on whose Determinations we can have no

Influence, whose h:rformation must be always defective and

often false, who in many Instances may have a separate, and in
some an opposite Interest to ours, and who are removed from

those Impiessions of tenderness and comPassion arising from

personal Intercourse and Connections, which soften the

iligo.ttt of the most despotic Governments; must if continued,

establish the most grievous and intollerable Species of Tyranny

and oppression, that ever was inflicted upon Mankind.

RESOLVED that is is our greatest Wish and Inclination, as well

as Interest, to continue our Connection with, and Dependance

upon the British Government; but tho'we are it's Subjects, we

will use every Means which Heaven hath given us to prevent

our becoming it's Slaves.

RESOLVED that there is a premeditated Design and System,

formed and pursued by the British ministrY, to introduce an

arbitrary Government into his Majesty's American Diminions;

to which End they are artfutly prejudicing our Sovereign, and

inflaming the Minds of our fellow-Subjects in Great Britain, by

propagating the most malevolent Falsehoods; particularly that

ih.." is an Intention in the American Colonies to set up for

Independant States;

7.
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10.

endeavoring at the same Time, by various Acts of Violence and
Oppression, by sudden and repeated Disolutions of our
Assemblies, whenever they presume to examine the Illegality of
ministerial Mandates, or deliberate on the violated Rights of
their Constituents, and by breaking in upon the American
Charters, to reduce us to a State of Desperation, and dissolve
the original Compacts by which our Ancestors bound
themselves and their Posterity to remain dependant upon the
British Crown: which Measures, unless effectually
counteracted, will end in the Ruin both of Great Britain and her
Colonies.

RESOLVED that the several Acts of Parliament for raising a

Revenue upon the People of America without their Consent,
the creating new and dangerous jurisdictions here, the taking
away our Trials by Jurys, the ordering Persons upon Criminal
Accusations, to be tried in another Country than that in which
the Fact is charged to have been committed, the Act inflicting
ministerial Vengeance upon the Town of Boston, and the two
Bills lately brought into Parliament for abrogating the Charter
of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, and for the Protection
and Encouragement of Murderers in the said Province, are Part
of the above mentioned iniquitous System.

That the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston are now suffering in
the common Cause of all British America, and are justly entitled
to it's Support and Assistance; and therefore that a Subscription
ought to be imediatly to be opened, and proper Persons
appointed, in every County of this Colony to purchase
Provisions, and consign them to some Gentleman of Character
in Boston, to be distributed among the poorer Sort of People
there.

RESOLVED that we will cordially join rvith our Friends and
Brethren of this and the other Colonies, in such Measures as

11.

shall be judged most effectual for procuring I{edress of our



12.

Grievances, and that upon obtaining such Redress if the
Destruction of the Tea at Boston be regarded as an Invasion of
private property, we shall be willing to contribute towards
paying the East India Company the Value:

but as we consider the said Company as the Tools and
Instrument of Oppression in the Hands of Government and the
Cause of our present Distress, it is the Opinion of this Meeting
that the People of these Colonies shou'd forbear all further
Dealings with them, by refusing to purchase their Merchandtze,
until that Peace Safety and Good-order, which they have
disturbed, be perfectly restored.

And that all Tea now in this Colony, or which shall be imported
into it shipped before the first Day of September next, shou'd
be deposited in some Store-house to be appointed by the
respective Committees of each County, until a sufficient Sum of
Money be raised by Subscription to reimburse the owners the

Value, and then to be publickly burn'd and destroyed;

and if the same is not paid for and destroyed as aforesaid, that
it remain in the Custody of the said Committees, at the Risque

of the Owners, until the Act of Parliament imposing a Duty
upon Tea for raising a Revenue in America be repealed; and
immediately afterwards be delivered unto the several

proprietors thereof, their Agents or Attorneys.

RESOLVED that Nothing will so much contribute to defeat the

pernicious Designs of the common Enemies of Great Britain
and her Colonies as a firm Union of the latter; who ought to
regard every Act of Violence or Oppression inflicted upon any

One of them, as aimed at aIl; and to effect this desireable

Purpose, that a Congress shou'd be appointed, to consist of
Deputies from all the Colonies, to concert a general and
uniform Plan for the Defence and Preservation of our common
Rights, and continuing the connection and Dependance of the
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said Colonies upon Great Britain under a just, lenient,

permanent, and constitutional Form of Government.

RESOLVED that our most sincere and cordial Thanks be given
to the Patrons and Friends of Liberty in Great Britain, for their
spirited and patriotick Conduct in Support of our constitutional
Rights and Privileges, and their generous Efforts to prevent the
present Distress and Calamity of America.

RESOLVED that every little jarring Interest and Dispute, which
has ever happened between these Colonies, shou'd be buried in
eternal Oblivion; that all Manner of Luxury and Extravagance
ought immediately to be laid aside, as totally inconsistent with
the threatning and gloomy Prospect before us; that it is the
indispensable Duty of all the Gentlemen and Men of Fortune to
set Examples of Temperance, Fortitude, Frugality and Industry)
and give every Encouragement in their Poser, particularly by
Subscriptions and Premiums, to the Improvement of Arts and
Manufactures in America;

that great Care and Attention shou'd be had to the Cultivation
of Flax, Cotton, and other Materials for Manufactures; and we
recommend it to such of the Inhabitants rvho have large Stocks
of Sheep, to sell to their Neighbors at a moderate Price, as the
most certain Means of speedily increasing our Breed of Sheep,

and Quantity of Wool.

RESOLVED that until American Grievances be redressed, by
Restoration of our just Rights and Privileges, no Goods or
Merchandize whatsoever ought to be imported into this
Colony, which shall be shipped from Great Britain or Ireland
after the first Duy of September next, except Linnens not
exceeding fifteen Pence [p"t] yard, coarse woolen Cloth, not
exceeding two Shillings sterling [pet] Yard, Nails Wire, and
Wire-Cards, Needles & Pins, I'aper, Salt Petre, and Medecines
which may <which three Articles only may> be imported until the

14.
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first day of September, one thousand seven hundred and

seventy six;

and if any Goods or Merchandize, other than those hereby

excepted, shou'd be ship'd from Great Britain, <or lreland> aftet

the time aforesaid, to this Colony, that the same, immediately

upon their Arrival, shou'd either be sent back again, by the

O*rr"rr, their Agents or Attorn[ey]s, or stored and deposited in
some Ware-house, to be appointed by the Committee for each

respective County, and there kept, at the Risque and Charge of

the Owners, to be delivered to them, when a free Importation of

Goods hither shall again take Place'

And that the Merchants and venders of Goods and

Merchan drze within this Colony ought not to take Advantage

of our present Distress, b[u]t continue to sell the Goods and

Merchan dizewhich they now have, or which may be shipped

to them before the first Day of Septernber next, at the same

Rates and Prices they have been accustomed to do, within one

Year last pasq and if any Person shall sell such Goods on any

other Terms than above expressed, that no Inhabitant of this

Colony shou'd at any time, for ever thereafter, deal with him,

his agent, Factor, or store keepers for any Commodity
whatsoever.

L6. RESOLVED that it is the opinion of this Meeting, that the

Merchants and Venders of Goods and Merchandize within this

Colony shou'd take an Oath, not to sell or dispose of any Goods

or Meich andizewhatsoever, which may be shipped from Creat

Britain <or lrelnnd> aftet the first Duy of September next as

aforesaid, except the <three> Articles before excepted, and that

they will, upon Receipt of such prohibited Goods, either send

the same back againby the first opportunity, or deliver them to

the Committees in the respective Countys,

to be deposited in some \{arehouse, at the Risque and Charge
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of the Owners, until they, their Agents or Factors be permitted
to take them away by the said Committees: the Names of those

wlro refuse to take such Oath to be advertisedby the respective
Committees in the Countys wherein they reside. And to the

End that the Inhabitants of this Colony may know what
Merchants, and Venders of Goods and Merchandize have taken
such Oath, that the respective Committees shou'd grant a

Certificate thereof to every such Person who shall take the
same.

RESOLVED that it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that during
our present Difficulties and Distress, no Slaves ought to be

imported into any of the British Colonies on this Continen| and
we take this Opportunity of declaring our most earnest Wishes
to see an entire Stop for ever put to such a wicked cruel and
unnatural trade.

RESOLVED that no kind of Lumber shou'd be exported from
this Colony to the West Indies, until America be restored to her
constitutional Rights and Liberties if the other Colonies will
accede to a like Resolution; and that it be recommended to the
general Congress to appoint as early a day as possible for
stopping such Export.

RESOLVED that it is the Opinion of this Meeting, if American
Grievances be not redressed before the first Duy of November
one thousand seven hundred and seventy five, that all Exports
of Produce from the several Colonies to Great Britain <or

lreland> shou'd cease; and to carry the said Resolution more
effectually into Execution, that we will not plant or cultivate
any Tobacco, after the Crop now growing; provided the same

Measure shall be adopted by the other Colonies on this
Continent, as well [as] those who have heretofore made
Tobacco, as those who have n[o]t.

And it is our Opinion also, if the Congress of Deputies from the

18.
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20.

several Colonies shall adopt the Measure of Non-exportation to

Great Britain, as the People will be thereby disabled from
paying their debts, that no judgements shou'd be rendered by

the Courts in the said Colonies for any Debt, after lnformation
of the said Measure's being determined upon.

RESOLVED that it is the Opinion of this Meeting that a solemn

Covenant and Association shou'd be entered into by the

Inhabitants of all the Colonies uPon Oath, that they will not,

after the Times which shall be respectively agreed on at the

general Congress, export any Marrner of Lumber to the West

It'tdies, nor any of their Produce to Great Britain <or lreland>, or

sell or dispose of the same to any Person who shall not have

entered into the said Covenant and Association;

and also that they will not import or receive any Goods or
Merchan dize which shall be ship'd from Great Britain <or

Ireland> after the first Day of September next, other than the

before enlrmerated Articles, nor buy or purchase any Goods,

except as before excepted, of any Person whatsoever, who shall

not have taken the oath herein before recommended to be

taken by the Merchants and Venders of Goods nor buy or
purchase any Slaves hereafter imported into any Part of this

Continent until a free Exportation and Importation be again

resolved on by a Majority of the Representatives or Deputies of
the Colonies.

And that the respective Committees of the Countys, in each

Colony so soon as the Covenant and Association becomes

general, publish by Advertisements in their several Counties

2and Gazettes of their Colonies>, a List of the Names of those (if
any such there be) who will not accede thereto; that such

Traitors to their Country may be publickly known and

detested.
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27. RESOLVED that it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that this and
the other associating Colonies shou'd break off all Trade,

Intercourse, and Dealings, with that Colony Province or Town
which shall decline or refuse to agree to the Plan which shall be

adopted by the general Congress.

RESOLVED that shou'd the Town of Boston be forced to submit
to the late cruel and oppressive Measures of Government, that
we shall not hold the same to be binding uPon us, but will,
notwithstanding, religiously maintain, and inviolably adhere to
such Measures as shall be concerted by the general Congress,
for the preservation of our Lives Liberties and Fortunes.

RESOLVED that it be recommended to the Deputies of the
general Congress to draw up and transmit an humble and
dutiful Petition and Remonstrance to his Majesty, asserting

with decent Firmness our iust and constitutional IUghts and
Privilegles], lamenting the fatal Necessity of being compelled to
enter into Measur[es] disgusting to his Majesty and his
Parliament, or injurious to our fellow Subjects in Great Britain;
declaring in the strongest Terms, ou[r] Duty and Affection to
his Majesty's Person, Family, [an]d Government,

and our Desire to continue our Dependance uPon Great
Bri[tai]n; and most humbly conjuring and beseeching his
Majesty, not to reduce his faithful Subjects of America to a State

of desperation, and to reflect, that from our Sovereign there can
be but one Appeal.

And it is the Opinion of this Meeting, that after such Petition
and Remonstrance shall have been presented to his Majesty, the
same shou'd be printed in the public Papers, in all the principal
Towns in Great Britain.

RESOLVED that George Washington Esquire, and Ceorge

Broadwater, [Gentlemen], lately elected our Representatives to

22.

23.
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24.



serve in the general Assembly,be appointed to attend the

Convention at Williamsburg on the first Day of August next,

and present these Resolves, as the Sense of tl-re People of this

County, upon the Measures ProPer to be taken in the present

alarming and dangerous Situation of America.
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1.

Final Version of the Virginia Declaration of Rights

(Adopted l2June1776; printed in Purdie's VirginiaGazette on 14

June and Dixon & Hunter's Virgtnia Gazette on 15 June.)

A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS made by the Representatives of the

good people of VIRGINIA, assembled in full and free Convention;
which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and

foundation of Government.

That all men arcby nature equally free and independent, and
have certain inherent rights, of which, when they enter into a
state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest
their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with
the means of acquiring and possessing property, and pursuing
and obtaining happiness and safety.

That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the
People; that magistrates are their trustees and servants, and at

all times amenable to them.

That Government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common
benefit, protection, and security of the people, nation, or
communlty;--of all the various modes and forms of
Government that is best which is capable of producing the

greatest degree of happiness and safety, and is most effectually
security against the danger of mal-administration;--

and that, whenever any Government shall be found inadequate

or contrary to these purPoses, a majority of the community hath
an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right, to reform,
alter, or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most

conducive to the publick weal.

2.

3.
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4.

5.

7.

8.

6.

That no many, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or
separate emoluments and privileges fro the community, but in
consideration of publick services; which, not being descendible,
neither ought the offices of Magistrate, Legislator, or Judge to
be hereditary.

That the Legislative and Executive powers of the State should
be separate and distinct from the Judicative; and, that the
members of the two first may be restrained from oppression, by
feeling and participating the burdens of the people, they
should, at fixed periods, be reduced to a private station, return
into that body from which they were originally taken, and the
vacancies be supplied by frequent, certain, and regular
elections, in which all, or any part of the former members, to be

again eligible, or ineligible, as the law shall direct.

That elections of members to serve as Representatives of the

people, in Assembly, ought to be free; and that all men, having
sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with, and
attachment to, the community, have the right of suffrage, and
cannot be taxed or deprived of their property for publick uses

without their own consent or that of their Representative so

elected, nor bound by any law to which they have not, in like
manner, assented, for the public good.

That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by
any authority, without consent of the Representatives of the

people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be

exercised.

That in all capital or criminal prosecutions a man hath a right to
demand the cause and nature of his accusation, to be

confronted with the accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence
in his favour, and to a speedy trial by an impartial iury of his
vicinage, without whose unanimous consent he cannot be

found guilty, nor can he be compelled to give evidence against

l4



10.

himself; that no man be deprived of l-ris liberty except by the
law of the land, or the judgment of his peers.

9. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

That general warrants, whereby any officer or messenger may
be commanded to search suspected places without evidence of
a fact committed, or to seize any person or persons not named,
or whose offence is not particularly described and supported
by evidence, are grievous and oppressive, and ought not to be
granted.

That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between
man and man, the ancient trial by Iury is preferable to any
other, and ought to be held sacred.

That the freedom of the Press is one of the greatest bulwarks of
liberty, and can never be restrained but by despotick
Governments.

That a well-regulated Militia, composed of the body of the
people, trained to arms, is the proper, natural, and safe defence
of a free State; that Standirg Armies, in time of peace, should be
avoided as dangerous to liberty; and that, in all cases, the
military should be under strict subordination to, and governed
by, the civil power.

That the people have a right to uniform Government; and
therefore, that no Government separate from, or independent
of, the Government of Virginia, ought to be erected or
established within the limits thereof.

That no free Government, or the blessing of liberty, can be
preserved to any people but by a firm adherence to justice,
moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue, arrd by frequent

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.
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recurrence to fundamental principles.

Tlrat Religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the

manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and

conviction, not by force or violence; and, therefore, all men are

equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the

dictates of conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to
practise Christian forbearance, love, and charity, towards each

other.

to



The Declaration of Independence of the
Thirteen Colonies

The Declaration of Independence was formally adopted by the
delegates to the Second Continental Congress meeting in
Philadelphia.

In Congress, ]uly 4,7776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of
America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necess ary for
one people to dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume among the
powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the
Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Llberty, and the
pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right
of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
tl-ran to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they
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are accustomed.

But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursing

invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them

under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to

throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for

their future securitv.

Such has been the patient suffrance of these Colonies; and such

is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former

systems of Government. The history of the present King of

ireat Britain [George III] is a history of repeated injuries and

usurpations, all havlng in direct object the establishment of an

absoiute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be

submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and

necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to Pass Laws of immediate and

pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till
hir A5"nt should be obtained, and when so susPended, he has

utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of

large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish

the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right

inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,

uncomfortable, ut d dittant from the depository of their public

Record,s, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance

with his measures.
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F{e has dissolved I{epresentative Flouses repeatedly, for
opposing with many firmness his invasions on the rights of the
people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause
others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable
of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their
exercise; the State remaining in the meantime exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states;
for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of
Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new
Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of justice,by refusing his
Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure
of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New offices, and sent hither
swarms of -Officers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies,
without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and
superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction
foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:
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For protecting them by umock Trial from punishment for

iry Muiders which they should commit on the

Inhabitants of these States:

For cuttin g off our 'Irade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases of the benefits of Trial by

]ury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for

pretending offences:
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a

neighboring province, establishing therein an

Arbitrary goverrunent, and enlarging its Boundaries

so as to render it at once an example and fit
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule

into these Colonies:
For takin g away our Charters, abolishing our most

valuable Laws and altering fundamentally the Forms

of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring

themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in
all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here by declaring us out of his

Protection and waging War against us'

He has plundered our SeaS I ravaged our Coasts, burnt our

towns, and destroyed the lives of our people'

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign

Mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and

tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and

perfldy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and

iotally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation'

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the

high seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the
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executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves
by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has
endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms. Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose
character is thus marked by every act which may define a
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren.

We have warned them from time to time of attempts by
their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction
over us.

We have reminded them of the circumstances of our
emigration and settlement here.

We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of
our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which would inevitably interrupt our connections and
correspondence.

Th"y too have been deaf to the voice of justice and
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity,
which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
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Supreme ]udge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions,
do, in the Name, and by the authority of the good l'eople of
these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare,

That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free

and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and

ought to be totally dissolved;

and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power

to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish

Commerce, and do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do.

And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on

the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our Sacred Honor.

The signers of the Declaration represented the new States as follows:
New Hampshire: losiah Bartlett, William Whipple and Matthew
Thornton; Massachusetts: lohn Hancock, samuel Adams, lohn
Adams, Robert Trent Paine, and Elbridge Gerry; Rhode Island:

Stephen Hopkins nnd William EIIer!; Connecticut: Roger Sherman,

Samuel Huntington, William Williams, and Oliaer Wolcott; New

York: William Flloyd, Philip Liaingston, Francis Lewis, and Lewis

Morris; New lersey: Richard Stockton, lohn Witherspoon, Francis

Hopkinson, lohn Hart, and Abraham Clark; Pennsyluania: Robert

Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, lohn Morton, Ceorge

Clymer,lames Smith, George Taylor,lames Wilson, and Ceorge Ross;

Delaware: Cnesar Rodney, George Read, and Thomas McKean;

Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles

CarroII of Carrollton; Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee,

Thomas lefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, lr., Francis

Lightfoot Lee, nnd Carter Braxton; North Carolinn: WiIIiam Hooper,

loseph Hewes, and lolm Penn; South Carolina: Edward Rutledge,
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Thomas Heyward, lr., Thomas Lynch, lr., and Artlrur Middleton; and
Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, and George Wnlton.
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The First Ten Amendments to the
Constitution of the United States

The Bill of Rights

ARTICLE I. Congress shall make no law respecting an

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, ot of the press; or
of the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.

ARTICLE II. A well-regulated militia, being necessary to
the securlty of a free State, the right of the people to keep and

bear arms, shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE III. No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered
in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of
war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

ARTICLE IV. The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, PaPerS, and effects, against unreasonable

searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants
shall issue, but upon probable cause, suPPorted by oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched

and the persons or things to be seized.

ARTICLE V. No person shall be held to answer for a

capitaT, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment
or indictment of a Grand ]ury, except in cases arising in the

land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in
time of war or public danger; nor shall any Person be subject

for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb;
nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness

against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken
for public use without just compensation.

l
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ARTICLE VI. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public triaI, by an impartial jury
of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been previously
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause
of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against
him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his
favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.

ARTICLE VII. In suits at common law, where the value in
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by u jrry shall be
preserved, and no fact tried by u jury shall be otherwise re-
examined in any court of the United States, than according to
the rules of the common law.

ARTICLE VIII. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments
inflicted.

ARTICLE IX. The enumeration in the Constitution, of
certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.

ARTICLE X. The powers not delegated to the United States
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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The Pledge of Allegiance

I pledge allegiance to the flog of the United States of Ameica and to
the Republic for zuhich it stands: one Nation under God, indiaisible,
utith Liberty and lustice for aII.

The "original" Pledge of Allegiance was written by Francis
Bellamy, the circulation manager of "The Youth's Companion"
magazine. The magazine was based in Boston; Bellamy was a
native of Rome, NY. The Pledge read: "I pledge allegiance to
my Flag and the Republic for which it stands--one nation
indivisible-with liberty and justice for a11." It was printed in
the September B, 1882, issue of the rnagazine that circulated to
public schools across America. To celebrate the 400th
Anniversary of Columbus's voyage to the America, more than
12 million school children recited the Pledge of Allegiance on
October \2,1892. The first change in wording came on June L4,
1923, at the first National Flag Conference. Replacing "-y
flu&" were the words "the Flag of the United States." In 1942
Congress officially recognized the Pledge. On June '1.4, 1.954,

President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a Resolution of
Congress amending the Pledge of Allegiance to add the words
"under God."
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The Fairfax Resolves, |uly 1G18,1774

We "cannot be considered as a conquered Country" because we are
"Descendants not of the Conquered, but of the Conquerors." With this implied
threat of military action, the Fairfax County Resolves challenged the
unconstifutional actions of the British Government.

Written by George Washington and George Mason on |uly 17, 1774, at
Mount Vernon, the Fairfax County Resolves were both a bold statement of
fundamental constitutional rights and a revolutionary call for an association of
colonies to protest British anti-American actions. The resolves were adopted on
july 18, 1774, by a Fairfax County convention chaired by George Washington.
The citizens' protest meeting was one of many throughout the colonies called to
challenge Britain's harsh retaliatory measures against Massachusetts in the
aftermath of the Boston Tea Partv.

J

The Fairfax Resolves clearly stated the American claims to equal rights
under the British Constifution: representation in Parliamenf control over
taxation, control over military forces within their borders, control over judicial
powers, control over commercial actions. Moreover, the Fairfax Resolves called
for an inter-colonial association to enforce their claims to these rights and to
protest British violations of these fundamental Rights. The Fairfax Resolves
contained the implied threat of further actions to enforce American rights and
independence. Washington and Mason boldly called for a "general Congress, for
the preservation of our Lives Liberties and Forfunes."

Library of Congress website 1999

The Virginia Declaration of Rights

A call for American Independence from Britain, the Virginia Declaration of
Rights was drafted by George Mason 11725-1792] in May 1776 and amended by
Thomas Ludwell Lee [ca 1730-17787 and the Virginia Convention. Thomas

Jefferson drew heavily from this document when he drafted the Declaration of
Independence one month later.

Mason wrote that "all men are born equally free and independent [sic], and have
certain inherent natural rights,...among which are the Enjoyment of Life and
Liberty, with the Means of acquiring and possessing Property, and pursueing
[sic] and obtaining Happiness and Safety."

Library of Congress websitq 1999



Declaration of Independence

On July 2, 1776, in Philadelphia, the Continental Congress adopted the
resolution, introduces by Richard Henry Lee and John Adarns, which acfually
declared independence from Great Britain. It declared, in part "that these
United Colonies are, and of right ought to bq free and independent states, that
they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to be,
totally dissolved." The Declaratiory which explained why the colonies (now
States) declared their independence, was adopted by the Continental Congress

July 4, 1776. The leading draftsman was Thomas Jefferson, assisted by John
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert R. Livingston, and Roger Sherman.

State of Indiana website, 1999

The Bill of Rights - The First Ten
Amendments to the U.S. Constitution

George Mason of Gunston Hall was one of the most brilliant of the Founding
Fathers. He served as a leader in the struggle for American independence and in
composing a new charter for the government of Virginia. He played a major role
in framing the Constitution. At the end of the Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia he refused, for several reasons, to sign the Constitution he had
helped drafL He felt that it was critically flawed by the absence of a Bill of
Rights. "There is no Declaration of Rights, and the laws of the general
government being paramount to the laws and constifution of the several States,
the Declaration of Rights in the separate States are no security. Nor are the
people secured even in the enjoyment of the benefit of the common law."

In 1776 Mason had written Virginia's Declaration of Rights, and he believed
fervently in the need to have the rights of individuals listed specifically in the
new United States Constitution. Other Framers thought it unnecessary.
George Mason's refusal to sign the Constifution and his subsequent efforts
helped move the First Congress to adopt amendments creating a Bill of Rights.
The first ten amendments to the Constifution derive important ideas from
Mason's Virginia Declaration of Rights. Therefore, Mason is called the Father of
the Bill of Rights. Fairfax Cour-rty Bicentennial Conunission,1988

Twelve amendments were subrnitted to the states by joint resolution of Congress
adopted 25 September \789; by the end of 1791,, ten of them (numbers 3 through
12) were ratified by the requisite three-fourths of the states and becane part of
the Constitution on December 15, 1791. George Mason died at his home,
Gunston Hall, on October7,1792.



Founding Fathers I'ortraits in the City Council Chamber
Falls Church, Virginia

Portraits of Washington, Jefferson, Madison and Mason

At its 1984 Spring Meeting held in the Council Chamber, the Falls Church
Village Preservation and Improvement Society presented to the City of Falls

Church the portraits of two great Americans, George Washington and George

Mason. The portrait of George Mason is after a1750 painting by John Hesselius,
copied in 1811 by Dominic W. Boudet, and then in L984 by Casimir Gregory
Stapko from the Boudet painting that is at Gunston Hall, home of George Mason.
The portrait of George Washington is after a work by Robert Edge Pine painted
at Mount Vernon in 1785. The Washington portrait, now at the National Portrait
Gallery, was copied by Casimir Gregory Stapko in1984.

At the time of the 1984 presentation the VPIS Board declared that it was their
intent to present portraits of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison at some later
time. In late 1993 the VPIS Board authorized funds that had been raised for a
memorial to Edmund Becker and Lewis W. Shollenberger, Jr., and the Jefferson
and Madison portraits were presented to the City Council on May 23,1994. Tl;re

portrait of James Madison is after the painting (c. 1825-1830) by Chester Harding
that is in the National Portrait Gallery. Casimir Gregory Stapko copied the

Harding painting of Madisonin1994. The portrait of Thomas Jefferson is after a
painting (- 1800) by Rembrandt Peale, painted by Cornelius Tiebout who copied
the work before 1832. Stapko copied the Tiebout painting in7994. The Tiebout
painting is in the National Portrait Gallery. The Peale painting is in the White
House Collection.

Casimir Gregory Stapko is a native of Milwaulkee, Wisconsin, who came to the
Washington, D.C., area in the L940's. A popular copyist in demand by public
and private organizations and individuals, Stapko has his studio at his home in
Mclean, VA.

The Society is grateful to former VPIS President and City Council Member
Edward Il. Strait whose idea it was to procure the portraits; to Colonel Merl M.
Moore, former VPIS President and Visiting Scholar at the National Museum of
American Art, whose professional judgment and artistic sensitivity brought the
projects to fruition; and to Louis T. Olom, former VPIS President, whose
inspiration and perseverance over a decade was essential.

l
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About The Falls Church Village Preservation and Improvement Society

Historv and Mission

The Society was founded in 1885 as the Village Improvement Society of Falls
Church, as one of hundreds of such societies across the country. It was modeled after
the famous Laurel Hill Association of Stockbridge, Massachusetts, that had been
founded in 1853. The object of the Society was to improve and omament the streets of
Falls Church by planting and cultivating trees, cleaning and repairing the sidewalks,
and other acts to beautify and benefit the culture and prosperity of the village. The VIS
helped start the first library in Falls Church and initiated the fust Arbor Day in Virginia
in 1892.

In 1965 the Society was reestablished as the Falls Church Village Preservation
and Improvement Society (VPIS). VPIS is dedicated to the following goals as stated in
its by-laws:

To preserve the historic and predominantly single-family
residential character of the City of Falls Church;

To preserve the historic structures and landmarks of the City
of Falls Church;

To promote community appreciation of this historic significance
and to encourage construction and renovation of residences and
commercial buildings in architectural harmony with this background,
in order to give the City of Falls Church a unique and distinctive
style;

To encourage the planned and continuous beautification of the
community in its residential, commercial and industrial areas

through appropriate planting, preservation and maintenance of
trees, shrubbery, and flowers;

To promote the development of aesthetic values and cultural
activities which will contribute to making the City of Falls Church
an interesting unique, and stimulating community in which to
live; and

To work with govemmental bodies and community groups to
encourage them in measures conducive to the fulfillment of the

above purpos€s.
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The Falls Church Village Preservation and Improvement Society
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