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O 
peration EarthWatch, a Falls 
Church-based environmental 
learning and action program 

for elementary-aged children, 
kicked off its 2019–2020 school year 
with joint VPIS-City strategic plan-
ning and fun activities for 
kids. The highlight was a 
Program Kickoff at Mr. 
Brown’s Park downtown on 
October 9, which featured re-
cycling art, “compost-able” 
games, and free cookies.  

Operation EarthWatch be-
came a joint VPIS-City part-
nership program in Decem-
ber 2018, when VPIS took 
over the financial admin-
istration of the group. Operation 
EarthWatch operates in Mount Dan-
iel, Saint James, and Thomas Jef-
ferson Elementary Schools, and at 

 

Business Name 

Continued on page 6 

the Mary Riley Styles Public Li-
brary. The locally developed, vol-
unteer-run, and uniquely Falls 
Church program is now in its 
27th year. Since its creation, 
more than 4,100 young 

“Earthwatchers” have 
learned about nature and 
participated in community 
environmental events 
through the program. 
Children who participate 
earn incentives sponsored 
by local businesses.  
Monthly worksheets 
guide students through 
activities and encourage 
participation in communi-

ty events. Each sheet includes a 
line highlighting the VPIS-City 
partnership. Worksheets this 

Operation EarthWatch and VPIS Start 

New Year with Partnership  

OperationEarthWatch 

 logo 

Continued on page 3 

Falls Church Marks 41st Year as Tree City USA  

City officials and dedicated volunteers celebrate Falls Church’s 41 

years as a Tree City USA. Photo courtesy of Mary Beth Connelly. 

T 
his year’s Arbor 
Day Celebration 
was held in Ber-

man Park on April 27, 
where State Forester  
Sarah Parmelee present-
ed the Tree City USA 
award, the City’s 41st 
such award. Falls 
Church City has the dis-
tinction of being the first 
town to celebrate Arbor 
Day in the State of Vir-
ginia, back in 1892.  

Addressing the gather-
ing were Mayor Tarter, 
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President’s Message  by Lisa Varouxis  

 A 
s I write this, summer is over: the children are back 
in school, the days are growing shorter, and the 
temperatures are getting cooler. That does not 

mean our commitment to the programs we provide or sup-
port, and the work associated with them, has concluded. 
Over the next two months, there is still work to be done. 
We will be providing a Candidates Response booklet of the 
question answers from the four City Council and four 
School Board candidates; co-sponsoring with the League 
of Women Voters the Candidates Forum on October 17; 
identifying new Board members and Board of Director 
candidates for next year; planning and hosting the Fall 
Membership meeting on November 3 (including election of 
new officers and Board members); and, as always, moni-
toring actions before both the City Council and Planning 
Commission. 

It is in no small part due to the support of our 220 ac-
tive members, especially those who volunteered their time 
and skills at various events, plus the leadership by the 
Board of Directors that we were able to have the success-
ful year we had. Our successes include additional thermal 
imaging cameras provided to Mary Riley Styles Library; 
14 neighborhood trees planted by VPIS members and vol-
unteers in connection with Arbor Day; the Attic Treasures 
fundraising event in May; our Memorial Day Parade entry 
in which we honored Midge Wang; the Spring membership 
meeting in June, with the theme of Arts in the Little City; 
the six-week Concerts in the Park series; the Independ-
ence Day Readings of our nation’s founding documents; 
and, staffing our Farmers Market booth every Saturday 
from May 12 through November 23. Before the year is out, 
I am certain we will be able to add successfully co-hosting 
an informative candidates forum and an enlightening fall 
membership meeting to our list of accomplishments in 
2019. 

We will take the month of December off from our normal 
meeting schedule to transition roles and responsibilities 
to the newly elected Board of Directors, welcome any new 
Board members elected at the Fall meeting, and say fare-
well to some who will not be returning to the Board next 
year. During this transition, we will continue to monitor 
agendas for the City Council, Planning Commission and 
other City appointed Boards and Commissions for issues 
which we may want to address in 2020.  

If, at any time, you would like to bring to the Board of 
Directors’ attention an item of concern you have, or to 
send a comment, please reach out to us via 
vpis.president@gmail.com. On our website (www.vpis.org) 
you will find pictures from some of the events we’ve spon-
sored, information on the various programs we fund and 
support, digital copies of The Village Way, and links to 
renew your membership, donate, comment, and more.♦   
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year will highlight VPIS programs like 
RainSmart and tree planting. (Stay tuned 
for a RainSmart Scavenger Hunt!) Work-
sheets will also guide students and fami-
lies toward learning more about the City’s 
Environmental Chapter in the Comprehen-
sive Plan, including changes to storm-

water and 
solid waste 
management.  
Students who 
participate in 
Operation 
EarthWatch 
often use art 
to communi-
cate their 
knowledge 

and feelings 
about the envi-
ronment. Oper-

ation EarthWatch’s monthly Activity 
Sheets encourage critical and creative 

thinking, while participants observe changes in 
nature over time. A favorite activity is a yearly T-
shirt design contest. The 2019 winner was Thomas 
Jefferson student Dakota Sterling who used a 
compost theme. 

Operation EarthWatch welcomes volunteers, 
ideas for pop-ups and hands-on activities, or any 
information on upcoming environmental events. 
Megan Hauber is the VPIS liaison and Anu Gupta 
is the Operation EarthWatch Program Coordina-
tor. Email earthwatchcontact@gmail.com or go to 
www.operationearthwatch.org.  

In addition to VPIS, financial sponsors of Opera-
tion EarthWatch in 2018–2019 were: Art and 
Frame, Bikenetic, Clare & Don's Beach Shack/
Lazy Mike’s, Don Beyer Automotive, Falls Church 
Foot and Ankle Center, Falls Church-Annandale 
Lions Club, Falls Church Garden Club, Family 
Medicine in Falls Church, O’Hara Law Firm, Point 
of View Eyewear, Baroody Camps, Oasis Pediatric 
Dental Care and Orthodontics, and Quinn’s Auc-
tion Galleries.♦  

The winning EarthWatch T-shirt  

design for 2019 by Thomas Jefferson 

student Dakota Sterling. 

Farmers Market Booth: 2019 Season Wrapping Up;  

2020 Season Volunteer Coordinator Sought  

T 
he 2019 VPIS Falls Church Farmers 
Market Booth opened on Saturday, 
May 12 and will close on November 

23, 2019. Thank you to all of our dedicated 
volunteers who staffed the booth this sea-
son! 

VPIS is seeking a 2020 Season Volunteer 
Coordinator for its booth. The 2020 Season 
will run from May 2 through November 21, 
2020. The Volunteer Coordinator organizes 
two shifts each Saturday, the 7–10 a.m. 
booth set-up shift and the 10 a.m.–12 noon 
booth tear-down shift. Each shift has at 
least one seasoned, experienced volunteer 
on duty to guide any and all new volun-
teers. Being the Volunteer Coordinator is a 
great way to interact with other VPIS and 
community members while raising funds 
for the Neighborhood Tree Program and 
other VPIS funded activities. If interested 
in the Volunteer Coordinator position, 
please contact Sam Beatty at  
waffles05@yahoo.com.♦  

Some of the dedicated 2019 volunteers at the VPIS Farmers  

Market booth. Photo courtesy of Sam Beatty. 

Operation Earth Watch, continued 



 

4  October 2019 

The Village Way 

What’s good for your lawn may not be 
good for your trees?  
Before you apply treatments to your lawn 
be sure to read the directions and consult 
an ISA Certified Arborist, as some pesti-
cides and fertilizers can stress or kill your 
trees. It is always a good idea to mulch 
your trees generously 3 inches deep out to 
the drip line and beyond and keep lawn 
treatments away. (http://
www.treesaregood.org/portals/0/docs/
treecare/Trees_Turf.pdf) 

 

That tree in front of your home may 
be a City tree?  
If the trees along your property line are 
within the City right-of-way then you need 
to contact the City Arborist if pruning is 
needed. You may need to check the plat for 
your property or call the City to determine 
the extent of the right-of-way, which var-
ies by street. 

 

The Tree Stewards of Arlington and 
Alexandria welcome Falls Church  
residents?  
Tree Stewards advocate and care for trees 
and they offer spot-on training for new 

members that is akin to the Master Natu-
ralist and Master Gardener training pro-
grams. For more information visit 
treestewards.org 

Arborists have a saying that after a 
tree is planted the first year it sleeps, 
the second year it creeps and after 
the third year it leaps?  
The trees planted by the Neighborhood 
Tree Program are baled and burlapped, 
which means that 75% of their roots were 
cut off when it was dug out of the ground. 
When it is replanted it is essentially in 
shock and needs supplemental watering in 
order to survive. As the root system re-
grows in the second year the tree can fi-
nally put more energy into above ground 
growth, hence the creep and then the leap 
in the following years. 

 

Trees planted as seedlings typically 
grow better, due to their stronger nat-
urally expanding roots, than much 
larger transplanted trees? 

Stay Connected with VPIS  

I f, at any time, you would like to bring to 
the Board of Directors’ attention an item of 

concern or send a comment, please reach out 
to us via vpis.president@gmail.com. 

On our website (www.vpis.org) you will find 
pictures from some of the events we’ve spon-
sored, information on the various programs 
we fund and support, a digital copy of The 
Village Way (current and archive editions), 
and links to renew your membership, donate, 
comment, and more. 

You can also follow us on Facebook 
(Village Preservation and Improvement 
Society), Twitter (fcvpis) and Instagram 
(fcvpis).♦  

Test your tree knowledge. Did you know— 
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VPIS to Provide Grants for Aspiring Tree Stewards   

A 
t its October meeting the VPIS Board 
voted to provide grants to City of Falls 
Church residents interested in taking 

training to become a Tree Steward.  
Tree Stewards work to enhance a sustaina-

ble urban forest through volunteer activities 
and public education programs. Goals include 
the following: 

 Increase public awareness of intrinsic value 

and beauty of trees. 

 Help in caring for the urban forest and work 

to increase canopy cover. 

 Educate residents about urban forestry and 

the care of trees.  

 Involve the community as volunteers in caring 

for trees. 

The State of Virginia Tree Steward Program 
(see www.treesvirginia.org) includes 13 local 
tree steward organizations, including the Ar-
lington/Alexandria Tree Stewards  https://
treestewards.org/.  

Training to become a Tree Steward involves 
about 30 hours of both classroom training and 
hands-on practice over several months. Tree 
Stewards learn the basics of tree biology and 
physiology, tree identification, planting and 
maintenance techniques, construction impacts 
on trees, pruning, and selecting the right tree 
for the right spot. Each trained Tree Steward 
makes a commitment to improving and protect-
ing their community forest through 30 hours of 
volunteer service during the next year.  

VPIS will pay the $120 cost of the training for 
any interested City of Falls Church resident. 
For more information, contact VPIS Board Mem-
ber Jeff Peterson (703-801-5135).♦ 

Fall Membership Meeting  
 

O n Sunday, November 3, 3–5 p.m., 
VPIS will hold its Fall Membership 

Meeting at The Falls Church Episcopal.  
At the meeting, attendees will review 

programs from 2019 and elect officers and 
members of the Board of Directors. Plan 
now to attend this informative meeting. 
Refreshments will be served following the 
meeting, allowing a chance to talk infor-
mally with City officials in attendance 
and visit with friends. 

Watch your mailbox for a postcard with 
additional information.♦ Past membership meeting. Photo from VPIS archive. 
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O ne of the benefits in living in our Lit-
tle City is the character and charm 

that exists here. By renewing your VPIS 
membership for 2020, you are helping to 
ensure that we sustain the character and 
quality of life in Falls Church City. 

The donations and membership dues we 
collect provide the majority of the funds 
for popular programs that support both 
environmental and cultural benefits to our 
community. These include the Neighbor-
hood Tree Program, the annual Concerts 
in the Park each summer, and New Year’s 
Watch Night.   

Annual Membership Drive  

It is programs like these that truly make Falls 
Church City the special place we all call home, 
and we would like your support in ensuring this 
continues for many years to come. Please send in 
your donation with the completed membership 
postcard, if you have not already or by donating 
online at https://donorbox.org/vpis-membership 
today.  If you have any questions or comments 
about your membership, please mail Megan  
Hauber at meganhauber@gmail.com.♦  

Vice Mayor Connelly, City Arborist Kate 
Reich, VPIS President Lisa Varouxis, past 
president Keith Thurston and Neighborhood 
Tree Program Volunteer Chair Seth 
Heminway. Arborist Reich explained that the 
City is preparing to treat a select group of par-
ticularly valuable red oaks with a growth in-
hibitor that protects them from a fatal bacteri-
al leaf scorch disease, which has killed dozens 
of red oak trees in the City, including many 
along West Broad Street. Keith Thurston, on 
behalf of the Urban Forestry Commission, an-
nounced that the tree of the year is the Loblol-
ly Pine, a number of which Urban Forester 
Charles Prince distributed for free. (See page 7 
for more information.) 

VPIS shares the Urban Forestry Commis-
sion’s concern about the stress that our tree 
canopy is facing from the rapid pace of devel-
opment. If the City is to live up to the Tree 
City USA designation and maintain a robust 
tree canopy with all the benefits it provides, 
the City needs to take stronger measures to 
protect green space and mature trees, which 
provide the most benefit of the tree canopy.  

Following the ceremony, Neighborhood Tree 
Program volunteers planted a Loblolly in Ber-
man Park along with 14 other street trees 
around the City.♦  

Volunteers plant a Loblolly Pine, the tree of the year. Photo 

courtesy of Lisa Varouxis. 

Tree City USA, continued 
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Common names: Loblolly pine, also known 
as North Carolina pine, old field pine, bull 
pine, rosemary pine. Commonly called 
“taeda” when used in plantation forestry out-
side its native range. The common name lob-
lolly is given because it is found mostly in 
lowlands and swampy areas. 

Taxonomic Notes: There are over 100 spe-
cies of pines. Pinus taeda is in the subsec-
tion Australes Loudon found in the south-
eastern United States and Caribbean and 
includes most of the pines that co-occur with 
this species in mixed stands. Taeda forms a 
variety of natural hybrids within this group. 

Description: Trees grow to 150 feet tall; 
with a trunk up to 5 feet thick, usually 
straight, without adventitious shoots; crown 
broadly conic to rounded. Bark red-brown, 
forming square or irregularly rectangular, 
scaly plates. Branches spreading-ascending; 
twigs orangish to yellow-brown, aging darker 
brown, rough. Cones mature in 2 years. 

Distribution & Ecology: In the United 
States, New Jersey south to Florida and 
west to Oklahoma, and in Texas at 0–700 

Tree of the Year: Loblolly Pine  

meters elevation. Habitat is mesic lowlands 
and swamp borders to dry uplands. Hardy to 
Zone 7. 

Largest and Oldest Trees: A tree with a 
diameter of 5 feet, height of 147 feet, and 
crown spread of 82 feet is located in Warren, 
Arkansas (American Forests 1996). The larg-
est tree in South Carolina, in Congaree 
Swamp National Park, is 5 feet in diameter, 
with a height of 144 feet. Pederson (2006) re-
ports a ring-counted age of 241 years for a 
big tree in the Congaree National Park, 
South Carolina. 

Of Interest: Taeda is a Latin word for pine 
wood, or for a torch. Originally most races of 
Pinus taeda were in the lowlands. Following 
the settlement by Europeans, the species 
spread to fine-textured, fallow, upland soils 
in the southeastern United States. P. taeda 
is commonly used in plantation forestry. 
Commercially, it is a valuable pulpwood and 
timber species. It is now an important spe-
cies in plantations in South Africa, Zimba-
bwe, southern Brazil, Argentina, China, and 
Australia.♦  

The Village Preservation and Improvement Society (VPIS), originally founded in 1885, is an active non-profit citizen volunteer organization in 

the City of Falls Church, Virginia. The Society works to preserve our natural and built environment, historic structures and landmarks, and it 

promotes cultural activities. The members are primarily residents and former residents or neighbors of the City of Falls Church and are of all 

political persuasions. They are bonded by their interest in and commitment to preserving and improving the City. Send donations, comments, 

questions, or letters to the editor to: Village Preservation and Improvement Society, P.O. Box 6824, Falls Church, VA 22040 or e-mail to 

vpisfc@gmail.com. VPIS is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. A financial statement is available upon written request.  

Watch Night Coming  

A gain this year, VPIS will sponsor Watch Night activities on December 
31 at Falls Church Presbyterian Church. This free, city-wide family 

friendly event is always very popular. Plans are still being finalized, but 
previous years at the Presbyterian Church have included big band music, a 
puppet show, and a caricaturist.  

Lots of volunteers are needed to run this event. There will be opportuni-
ties to volunteer for day or evening shifts, so be sure to watch for infor-
mation about how to help. It’s a great way to spend New Year’s Eve and see 
lots of Falls Church friends. If you want to get on the schedule now, contact 
Mike Volpe at volpemike@aol.com or 703-408-7541.♦  

mailto:VillageSociety@VPIS.org
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Mark Your Calendars  

Thursday, October 17, 7:00–9:15 p.m.— 
Candidates Forum, George Mason High School cafeteria. 
Both the School Board and the City Council forums will be 
held on the same night. 

Sunday, November 3, 3–5 p.m.—Fall Membership meeting,  
The Falls Church Episcopal (watch your mailbox for the post-
card with specific details) 

Tuesday, November 5—Election Day  

December—Membership renewal notices will be sent 

Tuesday, December 31—Watch Night  


