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VPIS Planning Stream Signage Project   

Business Name 

C 
ommunities nationwide are 
promoting the importance of 
protecting watershed areas 

as part of environmental aware-
ness. Small local streams flow to 
larger bodies of water, bringing 
along any pollutants or garbage. At 
the local level, the Village Preser-
vation and Improvement Society is 
working on a project in coordina-
tion and collaboration with the 
City for a stream signage program. 
This program would identify the 
various streams in the City of 
Falls Church by placing signs simi-
lar to the ones below at stream 
crossing points. 

The primary goal of the signage 
project is to enhance the public’s 
awareness of our City streams. 
Creating such a program would en-
courage good stewardship of our 
valuable streams and waterways. 
By identifying local stream and 
watershed boundaries, we hope to 
raise awareness of where this wa-
ter is coming from and where it is 
going—to the Chesapeake Bay  
for example. We envision identify-
ing each stream with a sign nam-
ing the stream. These signs would 
have a QR (quick response) code 
linking to a map of City streams, 
stream ecology, history, and  
the stream’s importance to the 
community. 

In addition, the program would 
raise awareness of the problems of 
dumping garbage, yard waste, 
chemical waste, and litter in and 

around our streams. 
A program such as this is con-

sistent with the mission of VPIS 
and the many ways our organiza-
tion works to improve the environ-
ment of our community. Long-time 
VPIS member and environmental 
activist Dave Eckert prepared a 
graphic map of the Falls Church 
City Streams several years ago.  
Using this map as the basis for a 
VPIS T-shirt design would help in 
publicizing the effort. 

VPIS sees this as a two-phase de-
velopment process, working with 
City officials. The first phase would 
be design development, creating a 
design concept for the signage with 
both text and graphics. As part of 
the QR code information link, con-
tent and questions would also be 
developed during this phase. 

The second phase involves secur-
ing permissions and implementa-
tion. VPIS would work with the 
Deputy City Manager, City engi-
neers, and members of Parks and 
Recreation and Public Works to 
form a Stream Signs Task Force. 
This task force would determine 
project responsibilities, funding and 
budget, policies, and permits. The 
next step is to determine sign place-
ment and materials and create a 
plan to construct and install signs. 
Finally, the committee would devel-
op a plan for sign maintenance. 

If you would like to be a part of 
this new project, contact Luanne 
Lukes, lukeslua@gmail.com. 

Sample watershed 

signs 
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President’s Message  by Jeff Peterson  

 

The Village Preservation and Improvement Society (VPIS), originally founded in 1885, is an active non-profit citizen volunteer organization in 

the City of Falls Church, Virginia. The Society works to preserve our natural and built environment, historic structures and landmarks, and it 

promotes cultural activities. The members are primarily residents and former residents or neighbors of the City of Falls Church and are of all 

political persuasions. They are bonded by their interest in and commitment to preserving and improving the City. Send donations, comments, 

questions, or letters to the editor to: Village Preservation and Improvement Society, P.O. Box 6824, Falls Church, VA 22040 or e-mail to 

vpisfc@gmail.com. VPIS is an IRS approved 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization. A financial statement is available upon written request.  
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Continued on page 5 

T 
he residential streets of Falls Church are an  
underdeveloped asset. The next several years will 
be an opportunity to rethink the design of residen-

tial streets and gradually make them safer, more useful 
as public spaces, and less damaging to the environment. 
There are several strategies the City can use to inte-
grate these goals. 

Traffic Calming: The City has made good progress in 
making residential streets safer with implementation of 
traffic calming measures. For more than ten years, the 
City has considered public requests for the addition of 
traffic calming measures such as speed humps and 
street restriping. The City’s Neighborhood Street Calm-
ing Handbook, available on the City’s website,  describes 
the process to petition for calming measures and the 
City is making regular investments in these projects. 

Bike Friendly: There is also growing interest in mak-
ing our streets more bicycle friendly. The City Council 
has set a goal of implementing one mile of bikeways 
across the City and has set other goals in the Compre-
hensive Plan, such as gaining recognition as a “Bicycle 
Friendly Community.” Local residents recently created a 
new nonprofit organization, “Bike Falls Church,” to ad-
vocate for biking in the City, including making biking on 
streets safer. One key benefit of increasing bike use in 
the City is a reduction in vehicle trips and the resulting 
reductions in air pollution and the greenhouse gases 
that cause climate change. 

Flood Reduction: Streets in Falls Church can also be 
a part of the solution to managing stormwater and local 
flooding. Communities across the country are redesign-
ing residential streets to better manage stormwater by 
using “green infrastructure” practices. For example, rain 
gardens can be installed at critical locations in the 
street network. Planting more trees along streets will 
help soak up rainwater. And, existing concrete curbs 
and gutters can be converted to swales with plants that 
allow stormwater to soak into the ground rather than 
rush downhill to the storm sewer and then into the 

Reimagining the Residential 

Streets of Falls Church  

mailto:VillageSociety@VPIS.org
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Concerts in the Park 2022—30th Year!  

T 
he Concerts in the Park series continues this summer, our thirtieth consecutive  
presentation.  This year will feature some favorites such as Randy Barrett’s bluegrass,  
Andrew Acosta with Rosser Clark, and the Falls Church Concert Band. We also have some 

newcomers and a return of an old favorite, Apple Core (Beatles cover band). 
As always, the concerts are free to all. Bring a chair or blanket and join us on Thursdays at  

7:00 p.m. for some great music!  
 

Here’s the lineup for 2022:  
 

June 23 Falls Church Concert Band  
June 30 Apple Core (Beatles cover) 
July 7  Ocho De Bastos (Latin rock) 
July 14 Acosta and Clark (acoustic roots) 
July 21 KM2 (rock and pop cover band)   
July 28 Karl Stoll and The Danger Zone  
  (blues) 
August 4 Randy Barrett—Mama Tried  
  (bluegrass)  

Crowds returned to Concerts in the Park in 2021. Photo 

courtesy of Gordon Theisz. 

Environmental Stewardship Through Operation EarthWatch   

I 
n partnership with the City’s Environ-
mental Sustainability Council, VPIS is 
assisting in the management of the very 

successful Operation EarthWatch program. 
Now in its 30th year, Operation EarthWatch 
is an environmental education and action pro-
gram for elementary-aged children in the City 
of Falls Church. It is entirely volunteer-run 
and unique to Falls Church. 

Operation EarthWatch was developed by 
Annette Mills, a former VPIS membership 
chair and Board member. Participation runs 
from October through March. During these 
months, children participate in activities that 
demonstrate Earth stewardship through recy-
cling and reusing, waste reduction, energy 
conservation, nature care, and water conser-
vation. Students who take part for all six 
months receive an Operation EarthWatch  
T-shirt and have the option of marching with 
us in the Memorial Day parade. 

New volunteers are  
always welcome! Volunteer 
opportunities available  
include  

 activity sheet management; 

 t-shirt production and distri-

bution; 

 Memorial Day Parade  

organization; 

 sponsor liaison; 

 supply management (mainly 

paper); 

 volunteer coordination; and 

 communication and  

promotions. 

If you are interested in  

volunteering or would like to know more, send an 

email to earthwatchcontact@gmail.com.♦ 

Photo courtesy of Melissa 

Teates. 
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Grants Available for Projects to Manage Stormwater  

V 
PIS is making grants to residents of 
Falls Church City for projects to reduce 
stormwater runoff. Grants are available 

for purchase of rain barrels or for projects to 
install rain gardens. 

The grants are part of the RainSmart Pro-
gram implemented by VPIS with support from 
the City of Falls Church. The program helps 
City residents implement practices that allow 
rainwater to soak into the ground rather than 
run off into streams. This helps prevent flood-
ing and protect water quality locally and in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

 

Rain Barrel Grants 

An easy way to manage 
stormwater is to install 
rain barrels to catch rain 
runoff from roofs. Under 
the RainSmart Program, 
City residents can apply 
for grant funds for up to 
two rain barrels with a 
limit of $50 for each bar-
rel. Residents may apply 
for rain barrel grants 
throughout the year and 
can purchase rain bar-
rels from a commercial 
source. Another option is 
to use this grant at rain 

barrel workshops sponsored by the Northern 
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District 
(information available at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/soil-water-conservation/
rain-barrel). Residents are responsible for  

installing and maintaining rain barrels on 
their property. 

 

Landscape Grants 

Individuals can help improve local stormwater 
management by installing a rain garden. A 
rain garden is designed to help rainwater soak 
into the ground and reduce high volumes of 
runoff that carry sediment, nutrients, and 
other pollutants into local streams. Under the 
RainSmart Program, City residents can apply 
for grant funds to cover up to 50% of the cost 
of a project or $1,500, whichever is less. 
Grants are also available for other landscape 
conservation projects that have stormwater 
benefits. These projects need to be designed 
and installed by contractors approved by the 
RainSmart Program. 

Funds for both rain barrel and rain garden 
grants are limited. Applications for rain bar-
rels will be considered on a continuing basis 
until available funds for the year are commit-
ted. Applications will be considered and fund-
ed giving priority to projects with the greatest 
stormwater benefits to the community. Appli-
cations received after the due date will be con-
sidered if funds are available. 

Additional information and grant applica-
tions are available on the VPIS website.  

If you have questions about the RainSmart 

Program, send an email to  

RainSmartFallsChurch@gmail.com.♦ 

Photo courtesy of Jeff Peterson. 

A s you walk or drive down Broad Street, be 
sure to take note of the streetscape planters 

along the sidewalks. Most are planted with 
trees and a combination of perennials, and all 
have functioning irrigation systems. These 
planters are maintained by the City of Falls 
Church, but VPIS is working with the City Ar-
borist on a tentative pilot project to augment 
the green backdrops. The plan is to rehabilitate 

plantings in the end caps of the planters in 
the 100 and 200 blocks on the north side of 
Broad Street. The proposed plant palate will 
mostly be perennials, with some annuals add-
ed in for summer and fall color pops.  

Watch for updates on this endeavor on the 
VPIS website and in future editions of The 
Village Way and the Sentinel.♦  

Pilot Project to Enhance Broad Street Planters  
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President’s Message, continued from page 2  

streams. Managing stormwater better has the 
key advantage of reducing local flooding, but it 
can also help protect local stream health. The 
new Falls Church Public Utilities Commission 
can help lead adoption of these practices.  

Active Public Spaces: Finally, some com-
munities are redesigning streets with the goal 
of making them more active public places, ra-
ther than just a way to get from one place to 
another. Well-designed residential streets can 
become more integral parts of the neighbor-
hoods they serve and become a place for social 
engagement and the occasional neighborhood 
event. 

The City has an opportunity to integrate 
these different ideas about the future of our 

streets into a more comprehensive set of street 
design goals. Rather than add street calming 
one year, a bikeway the next, and later make 
changes to implement green infrastructure, the 
City should address these needs together as 
part of a single street redesign and rebuilding 
process. Redesigning the miles of residential 
streets throughout the City will take many 
years, but the benefits to public safety and the 
environment will pay major dividends. 

Note: The VPIS Website includes a version of 
this article with embedded links to supporting 
documents and resources. 

Be sure to make plans to attend the Spring 
Meeting on June 5. Details will follow.♦  

Improving the City Tree Canopy—Neighborhood Tree Program Update  

T 
hroughout 2021, the City of Falls Church 
Neighborhood Tree Program (NTP) suc-
cessfully installed 68 residential street 

trees. City Arborist Charles Prince would like 
to see that number move closer to 100 new trees 
per year in order to sustain the public tree con-
tribution to the City's canopy coverage. He cal-
culates that the overall tree canopy coverage for 
the City, including trees on both public and pri-
vate properties, is 49%. That is strong growth, 
and an important focus for the City now is to 
distribute street tree plantings equitably across 
the many neighborhoods and sections of the 
City so that all residents share the shade.   

If you believe you may have room for a 
street tree in your yard, send the application 
found on the VPIS website under the Environ-
ment tab to Charles Prince, City Arborist 
(arborist@fallschurchva.gov) and to Amy 
Crumpton Volunteer Chair, Neighborhood 
Tree Program (amy.c.crumpton@gmail.com). If 
you know of other streetscape spaces in the 
City right-of-way (within 15 feet from the 
curb) that could use a tree, let the NTP know 
about that location too. A list of the trees rec-
ommended by the City Arborist can be found 
on the City’s website.♦ 

Women’s History Walk Sunday May 1  

T his year the Falls Church Women’s  
History Walk is on Sunday, May 1. This 

annual event recognizes the contributions 
that women in the community have made his-
torically—and continue to make. Each year 
the group adds new honorees to recognize and 
provides a glimpse of their many amazing 
achievements and contributions. The program 
also includes girls and this year recognized 
the Meridian High School girls’ basketball 
team, which won second place in the state for 
their division. Their accomplishments provide  

leadership and inspiration for younger girls, 
demonstrating what is possible.  

VPIS supports the history walk by providing 
the non-profit administrative and financial 
management. VPIS has been a co-sponsor for 
the past several years and partially funds the 
development and production of the signs that 
are produced for each woman being recognized. 
The signs are placed at various stations 
throughout the walk for all to see. The walk is 
open and free for all to participate.♦   
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Spring Membership Meeting June 5 

 
 

The VPIS Spring Membership Meeting will be held on Sunday afternoon, 
June 5. In addition to our brief business meeting, we plan to have speakers 
who will focus on steps to improve our City streets through the creation of 
safer bike pathways, more environmentally friendly street borders, and en-
hanced community activities. Come join the discussion and help inspire fu-
ture action within the City to benefit all our residents. 

Watch your mailbox for further details.  


