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Mark Gross Receives “Sprit of Falls Church” Award 

 
Longtime Falls Church resident Mark Gross received the “Spirit of Falls Church” award from the 
Village Preservation and Improvement Society (VPIS) by vote of the VPIS Board at its meeting 
on February 4.   
 
The “Spirit of Falls Church” award recognizes a lifetime of contributions to multiple spheres of 
the community that has enriched the quality of life in Falls Church.  

VPIS President Bonnie Murphy noted “Mark Gross has provided his time, energy and intellect to 
the community for over 43 years and is a very deserving recipient of the “Spirit of Falls Church” 
award. 

Gross served on the Housing Corporation (starting in 1982) and the Housing Appeals 
Commission, the Housing Commission, the Board of Zoning Appeals. In 1989, he joined the Falls 
Church Planning Commission where he served as for 12 years, including twice as Chair of the 
Commission.  

He also served on the Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board which provides lifesaving 
services for people experiencing mental health concerns, substance misuse and/or 
developmental disabilities. This was helping people in our community have the support needed 
to live a healthy, fulfilling life.  

Gross served on the VPIS Board of Directors for 24 years from 2001 to 2025, including his role 
as Vice President of the Society and on different occasions serving as President three times, 
each time serving two one-year terms. His enduring focus included ensuring candidate forums 
for those running for local public office.  
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